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21st Production of

by Chester & District S;out Assaciation

AT THE GATEWAY THEATRE

- DEGEMBER 10-15, 1973
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C. H. BOUNDS

(C. C. BOUNDS) Established 1906

9 GROSVENOR ST., CHESTER
Telephone 21623

We stock
all Uniforms and
Camping Equipment

ABOUT
‘SCOUTABOUT’

The first Show under the name of ‘Scoutabout’ was staged in January 1953,
in the Cathedral Refectory. The Gang of 112 Scouters and Scouts, supported
by the usual team of helpers, was recruited from the 8th and 13th Scout Groups.
The small profit from that show was donated to the King George VI Fund for
Sailors. This pilot show was so successful that a second was produced the
following year, when the Gang had the backing of an 8-piece band under the
direction of Billy Brickland. 1955 brought an even wider range of talent when
scouts from the Ist Upton Group joined the Gang. The venue was still the
Refectory where the dressing rooms were the draughty cloisters. What intrepid
troupers they were!

By 1956 ‘Scoutabout’ was receiving so much support that a larger venue was
necessary and we moved to the Royalty Theatre, which was to be our home
for the next eleven years. In the same year, ‘Scoutabout’ became a truly
District show, for the members of the cast came from nearly every Group in
the District. So the show became an annual event on the District calendar.

With the closure of the Royalty Theatre in 1967, we moved to the A.B.C.
Cinema. This provided two challenges. The first was to organise a cast of 120
on a cinema stage which was too wide and not deep enough, and to house them
all in dressing rooms designed for half that number. The second (and more
difficult) was to fill an auditorium which had twice the seating capacity of the
Royalty. With the first we succeeded and the second we just failed, bringing
about our first serious financial loss which to many was the death knell of
‘Scoutabout.’ Our survival is due to the faith of the District Scout Council.

The 1969 Show was notable in two respects. The opening of the Gateway
Theatre provided us with a new home with all the facilities of a modern theatre
and until that year, Scoutabout was an all-male show. With our usual fore-
sight we recognised the power behind ‘women’s lib’ and the cast was streng-
thened by the inclusion of girls—a move which was welcomed by audiences—

and by the cast!

Any success which ‘Scoutabout’ has enjoyed since 1953 must be due to the
fantastic support it has received from an army of helpers—the mums, dads
and friends of the gang—whose names we have tried faithfully to record in
this and previous programmes. Without them and their help we could never
have ‘gone on.’ Although it is invidious to name names, I feel that I must
mention two—Bill Brickland (our M.D. for the past 20 years) has been a
power of strength to the production team in particular and the Gang in general.
The other is of course Ralph Reader. I cannot do better than to quote from this
year’s London Gang Show programme. ‘‘He was the creator and has been the
author, composer and inspirer-in-chief of ‘Gang Shows’ everywhere. We
remember with gratitude the fun and happiness he has given, and continues to
give, the countless proud wearers of the red scarf and their audiences.’’ After
21 years ‘Scoutabout’ can only echo these sentiments and add our very grate-

ful thanks.

ROY FISHER

(PRODUCER)




I often enjoy a visit to the Theatre in Chester, but
seldom have I looked forward to one more keenly
than I do to my visit to the Chester Gang Show in this
your Twenty-first Anniversary Year.

My wife and I are greatly looking forward to coming
to what I am sure will be a most enjoyable evening, and
to what is certainly one of a long and splendid series of
Gang Shows in Chester.

Good Iuck and every good wish for a successful
production.

William Gladstone
CHIEF SCcoUT

Congratulations, Chester!

So you have ‘come of age’! Chalking up 21 years is a fine achieve-
ment and all of us in the London Gang Show send you our happiest
Good Wishes for a terrific success with this your very special edition
of ‘SCOUTABOUT.

With the example of your Enthusiasm, Team Spirit and Talent it
is a tremendous way of showing the Public scmething of the ‘inside’
of Scouting and though a Show is but one small part of our overall
programme it can be a fine Shop Window as B.P. said it could be.
No one was more keen about Scouts taking part in Amateur Thea-
tricals as some of you will remember from his ‘Outlook’ which h->
wrote so long ago and it is great to know that Chester so worthily is
carrying on with his Tradition.

Good Luck to you all and may your Celebration Year be the
biggest success you have ever enjoyed.
Always,
RALPH,
“Mr. Gang Show™’
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Household Linens and Furnishings, Ladies’ and
Children’s Wear, Toy’s, Sports, Travel Goods,
Furniture, Bedding, Carpets, Men’s Wear,

Dress Fabrics

BURRELLS

FEOREGATE 'SFREET, CHESTER

The Family Firm, for the Family’s Needs

|

| DINNER SUITS
DORMIE 3%

Men’s Wear ' MORNING WEAR
Hire Service £2.60

. DORMIE
MENSWEAR Ltd.

50 EASTGATE ROW,
CHESTER Tel. 0244 23036

CLOTHES FOR
SPECIAL OCCASIONS

Let
BROADWAYS
BOOK IT
for you

Member of A.B.T.A.

RAIL TICKETS at

OPPOSITE THE CATHEDRAL

Telephone 22323

We aim to give you
The BEST Advice
The BEST Attention
The BEST Service
The BEST Holiday

AND WE CAN

Book ANY Holiday

With ANY Company
Arrange ANY Travel
Without ANY Booking Fees

BROADWAYS

STATION PRICES (CHESTER) LTD.

TRAVEL AGENTS

23 ST. WERBURGH STREET

CHESTER

rgsvensy

-Hatel

One of the leading hotels of Europe.
Eastgate Street, Chester.
Telephone: 0244 24024. Telex 61240. |

An hotel of international standards where the
tradition of excellent cuisine, service and
comfort have been maintained.

There are 100 bedrooms including private suites
each with private bath and television; also
restaurants, two bars and a shopping arcade
with Ladies’ and Gentlemen'’s hairdressing
salons, plus Banqueting facilities for up to 600.
A multi-storey car park with direct access to the
Hotel provides parking for 600 cars,

Dinner Danceés every Friday and Saturday
evening until 2 a.m.

The Causerie is open every day excluding
Sundays for luncheons only, and has its own
entrance direct from Eastgate Street.
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Act One
One S0 R RS A S, CELEBRATION
TIPS o THE GYM GIRLS (1967)
Three U0 A o PETER & WENDY (1964)
I T R o S o i A R CAMELOT (1968)
I 5 0 RS B RS 0o TG o o5 SPRING (1953)
STEER . M SRR TENDERFEET (1965)
Seven .5 o . THE JUMBLE SALE (1963)

Eight .. THE MOUNTIES GET THEIR MAN (1971)

INiner: = . Fg e R SHADOWS (1970)
Ten opr w8 NN LITTLE BLACK BAG (1962)
B leven et bt SET IN A SILVER SEA (1964)

INTERMISSION (15 minutes)

ORCHESTRA

Organ/Piano. . .. ...... Billy Brickland
BASSE < iixke R o S b Jeff Jones
DEUMSIEY. 2 5 i s 5 il tos Billy Buck
ORCHESTRATIONS -

BILLY BRICKLAND

SCOUTABOUT 1973
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Act Two

Onel. .. T R R ROMANY ROAD (1969)
TVWORE. B0 v o e e S R S S MINUET
Three? 9%, ¥ MUTINY ON THE BOUNTY (1968)
Founk <.t 2 5w 80 SR NN L e FRIENDSHIP
FVe o e 5 S e PUBLIC SCHOOL (1967)
S TR AR S R e e FREEDOM (1970)
Seyent . e THE YOUNGSTERS (1970)
Fightlh. S .. WE’RE THE ONLY GIRLS LEFT

IN THE BALLET (1969)
INIHE o e A b SECEER THE GNOME (1969)

TCI |2 o A e, |, MR o SRS b FINALE

(Date in brackets indicates when
previously performed in ‘Scoutabout’)

Entire Production
Directed by Roy Fisher

Assisted by
Eric Wilson, Chris Edmunds
and Des Southwell

Choreography Assistant
Pat McManus




Good Luck
and Best Wishes

it el B AN e 2 1

Director of Production: Roy Fisher

Assistant Producers: Eric Wilson, Chris Edmunds and Des Southwell
[0 SCOUTAB OUT Musical Director: Billy Brickland Choreography Assistant: Pat McManus
Backstage Organiser: Geoff Morris Gang Organiser: Des Southwell
from the Stage Manager: Stan Benson Costume Co-ordinator: Dave Proffit

Wardrobe Mistress: Lily Edmunds Deputy Wardrobe Mistress: Edith Harding
Wardrobe Team: Mesdames S. Crabtree, P. Curtiss, R. Mason, B. Parker,

M. Pritchard, H. Roberts, I. Southwell, A. Sumpter, G. Weston, 1. Wilson,
Misses E. Halford, C. Holland, L. Hulley, P. Oldfield.
Wigs: Jean Proffitt, I. Evans and C. Harding

Make-up: Alan Sumpter assisted by Mrs. E. Sumpter; Misses J. Airley,
* C. Dixon, J. Nevett, M. Oldfield, B. Read and A. Thomas; W. Crump
and R. Sumpter.

Stag%aléi Sbcenery Crew: Misses Caroline Green and Ruth Green; B. Cor&lon,
5 5 . Crabtree, R. Crabtree, E. Edmunds, J. Goodall, S. Grant, L. Harding,
PS. “We ve g()t you well covered !'! D.dHouse, ? Kershaw, R. Leighton, D. Lloyd, F. Moore, D. Morgan
and J. W. Sheen.

Lighting, Amplification and Sound Effects: Gerald Roose, Graham Bulmer and
David Griffiths

Prop;rt}es: Alison Edmunds, assisted by Lin Bostick, Mike Curtis and Jackie
ulmer

Front of House Stewards: B. Kershaw, P. Slater, G. Oldfield, E. France and
S. J. Weston

Prompter: Marjorie Fisher
Catering: Mr. & Mrs. F. Attwood and helpers; Mrs. Joan Mosselle (rehearsals)
Publicity : Eric France

Stage Door Security: Denis Williams and Steven Williams
Producers’ Factotums: Marjorie Fisher and Stan Travers
Programme: Stan Weston and Ted Warne

‘ Our Mail Order business is growing steadily,

So we must be giving good value and a Officials
| . g § 8 . Chairman: Mr. S. Travers Secretary: Mr. S. J. Weston, 51 Long Lane, Plas
! satlsfactory service. Newton, Chester. Tel. 42536 Treasurer: Mr. R. J. Johnstone Booking
‘ Secretary: Mr. W. S. Cooper, 44 Parkgate Road, Chester. Tel. 22893 Pro-

i WHY NOT TRY IT YOURSELF ? dlaghs b EgE A

All Songs and Sketches are by Ralph Reader except for: .
‘Gym Girls,” ‘The Ballet,” ‘The Gnome’ and ‘The Jumble Sale’ by Wilcock

Th S t G .d S h and Rutherford.
e 0@ u & ul e 0p ‘Mutiny on the Bounty,” ‘The Mounties’ and ‘Minuet’ by Jim Foote.

‘Camelot’ by Brian Whiting and Billy Brickland.

14 FARADAY STREET T ;
It is with very deep regret that we record the death of Ernie Boyer. He
(OFF NEWTON STREET) joined the production team in 1958 and was an ever present member until
this year, when ill health prevented his active participation. It was his
MANCHESTER MI IFS expertise in music and stagecraft and his outstanding sense of fun which
gave Scoutabout an extra sparkle. Above all we will miss the friendship
’Phene 061 236 3191 Open Saturdays 9.0 to 4.0 which he shared with the Gangs of the last fifteen years. R.F.







