
GOLDEN JUBILEE SOUVENIR PROGRAMME 
Scoutabout 1953 

to 

CHESTER 



We are pleased to support the Chester 

Gang Show and wish it every success 

dep 
ALFRED GREEN PARTNERSHIP 

ee First Floor 
for a range of invesn eal 2 City Road 

Chester CH1 3AE 

Tel. 01244 325511 

vities by The Institute o 

nts in England & Wales. 

Do your accounts 
make you see 

For a black & white solution..... 

MEACHER-JONES 
HARGREAVES 
AND Woopbs 

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS & BUSINESS ADVISERS 

RICHMOND PLACE, 127 BOUGHTON, CHESTER CH3 5BH 
T. 01244 400219 F. 01244 400385 

email: post@mjhw.co.uk 



The Right Worshipful the Lord Mayor, 
Councillor Barry Cowper 

The Lord Mayor’s Parlour, 

Town Hall, Chester CH1 2HJ 

Telephone (01244) 402126 
Fax (01244) 350620 

E-mail: w.healiss @ chestercc.gov.uk 

Thank you for your valuable support for the Chester Gang Show. Itisa 
tremendous showcase for local talent and | am proud to be associated with it. 

Being a Lord Mayor with very little talent | admire the boys and girls for their 

talent, contribution and dedication, ali of which are needed to produce an 

outstanding performance. 

Gwynn and | would also like to recognise all the hard work done in rehearsals 
by the production team to ensure the audience has a very pleasurable 
evening. 

We wish them all every success for now and for the future. 

Yous Prue 

Lord Mayor 

His Grace, The Duke of Westminster 

PRESIDENT OF CHESTER & 

DISTRICT SCOUT COUNCIL 

My father was associated with the Scout Movement in Chester for many years and I was therefore 

honoured and delighted when I was invited to take over as President of Chester Scout Council in | 

1979. Since then I have been pleased to support the various activities that have taken place on and 

around the estate, including sponsored walks, hikes and gatherings. 

It is most encouraging that an organisation which developed from Baden Powell’s experimental 

camp on Brownsea Island in 1907 is still going strong almost one hundred years later, and is | 

operating as a positive force throughout the world. This same spirit of fun, teamwork and 
commitment is perpetuated in the phenomenon of the “Gang Show” originated in 1932 by Ralph 

Reader. 

I am sorry I cannot be with you tonight but I would like to take this opportunity of congratulating 

all those involved with this, your Golden Jubilee production, for all their hard work and dedication 

in making possible what I am sure will be a record breaking performance. I wish you all a most 

enjoyable evening. 
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This is the seventh attempt at writing a contribution to this programme, the other six are in the bin, so I am now starting with a 
short history of Gang Show in Chester: 1953 saw the first Show at the Cathedral Refectory and in 1956 (47 years ago) we went to 
the Royalty Theatre but in 1966, when England won the World Football Cup, the Royalty Theatre closed, so we then moved to 
the ABC Cinema. Another move in 1969 took us to the Gateway Theatre and girls joined the Gang for the first time. In millennium 
year 2000 we finally gained the Red Scarf and three years later England won the Rugby World Cup. That in a nutshell was it, 50 
years bounded by two National sporting achievements and then rehearsals followed for our Golden Jubilee Production! 
I have been backstage myself, waiting to come on, wondering how many people are watching. Will I remember my lines? I never 
did but once on stage it was great; I had a fantastic time, I will never forget my time in Gang Show and the young people you are 
going to see tonight won’t either. 
It takes a lot of time and effort to put a Show together and a lot of help is needed. “Thank you” to all the backstage crew, front of 
house staff, costume and props makers, set designers, the make-up team, plus anyone I might have forgotten; without all their 
perseverance and commitment we would never have had a show. 
Good luck to the Gang! “Thank you”, the audience, for coming to watch Gang Show 2004. Now sit back and just enjoy the singing 
dancing and sketches. 
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His Grace The Duke of Westminster 25th Chester Scout Group Midland Costumes (Crewe) 

Chester City Council Knutsford Gang Show Cheser © cmmunlty 

Chester Seay Theatre Grosvenor Farms Ltd Hiscony & Blesiepe Centre 

slags Cp Scheel li Q phe ; David A. Ellis & Roger Shone for 
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Chester Chronicle Cooper’s Materials peoading on jal aemline 

Chester Standard Beesley & Fildes (Deeside Sawmills) ‘Tiga Phomgrgis 

1st Christleton Scout Group Champs (T Shirts) Parents and families, for support 

40th Chester Scout Group Party Place (Ellesmere Port) and transport. 

Plus many others who have helped with the provision of materials or services.
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Wishing you all a 

huge success in 

your future Gang 

Show. I’m sorry I 
can’t attend as I 

will be appearing 

in ‘Chitty, Chitty, 

Bang Bang’ at the 

London Palladium. 

The very best of 

luck. 

Regards 

A long time ago in a galaxy far away ... nobody really knows 
what was going on, but here in Chester fifty years ago, many a 
young Scout was deliberating over his first appearance on stage 
at the Cathedral Refectory and whether or not he knew his lines 
to “Crest of a Wave”. Well, I can tell you “Crest of a Wave” is 

nothing in comparison to last year’s “7/8 Monty” and the 
chattering teeth of its performers as we waited anxiously to strip 
in front of our families! 

Gang Show has seen many ups and downs as the years have 
progressed, all of which its various Producers have handled (with 

or without a few large whiskies, I don’t know), but in the words 

of a famous person, whose name I cannot recall, “The Show 

Must Go On”, and this year it certainly has. With the changes 
imminent, nobody knows what will become of Chester Gang 
Show next year and so it has been all hands on deck this year. 

When I took over from Matt Davies for the 48th production in 
2002, I cunningly delegated the writing of the traditional 
Producer’s Letter to a member of the Gang - why on earth 
would you want to hear from me? So many favourable 
comments were covertly overheard resulting from this decision 
that I decided to stick with the winning formula for the future. 
On sober reflection aboard a yacht in the middle of Lough Derg 
in November, I wavered (must have been the Guinness) and 
decided I would like to say something (as well as apologising for 
missing rehearsals!) 

Since 1953, thousands of people have been in the Gang; some 
came back, some decided:that once was enough, but all of them 

have had an experience like no other, an experience only 
possible thanks to the hundreds of people who give so generously 
of their time and ability, not just to Gang Show but also to 
Scouting activities in general. There’s an old Leader recruitment 
saying: “It’s only an hour a week” - ask anyone involved, and 
you'll find it is anything BUT an hour a week. The hard work 
and dedication which is expended on Scouting activities 
throughout the year is truly amazing, all to provide young people 
with the opportunity to develop skills and undertake activities 

So not out — 

brilliant, 

congratulations. 

V’ll be there in 

spirit. In fact, I'll 

be touring in my 

own sort of gang 

show (Zipp! we 

don’t do musicals 

in 90 minutes!) 

but Pl raise my 

glass to you all. 

Best Wishes 

OK — I tell a lie. The “GROWN-UPS” have run around like 
headless chickens so that the rest of us get praise and sloppy kisses 
from Grandma after the show. With a production team that has 
seen us right through many of the long years I would like to 
speak on behalf of the Gang to thank them and, more 
importantly, you the audience. Get ready for a rollercoaster ride 
of Chester Gang Show madness as we present to you our 50th 
show. 

Nick Hirst, 

Centurion Network 

PS Dear Richard. You may have a lot of work on with being 
the Producer, but there are easier ways than bribery to avoid 
writing this letter, you know! 

PPS Dear Richard. When do I get my 20 quid? 

which can provide a lifetime of excitement. Gang Show is but a 
part of this total effort, organised, supported and run by people 
who are also running Beaver Colonies, Cub Scout Packs, Scout 
Troops, Explorer Scout Units, Venture Scout Units and Scout 
Groups at the same time. We also have a huge contingent of 
activists and supporters who (through no fault of their own!) 
have ceased to be, or who have never ever been members of the 

Scout Association. The fact that these people are also so 
generous with their involvement and enthusiasm confirms to me 
that there is something worthwhile in what we are doing, both 
with the Gang Show and with the wide world of Scouting. 

So what would I like to say? Past, present and future - to you, 

our audiences; to all patrons and supporters; to the Gangs and 
the Teams behind them; to all adults in Scouting; to my Unit; 
to Bob Lannin; to Roy Fisher; to Mum & Dad: 

Thank You. 

Richard Clarke (Producer) 


