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The portrait of BP was painted b David gger in 1929 & was presented to Ralph Reader CE. circa 1974

BP at the Third World Jamboreg at Arrowe Park, Birkenhead on 6th August 1929.

51st Production at The Chester Gateway Theatre
Tuesday 20th to Saturday 24th February 2007
Evenings at 7.15pm & Saturday Matinee at 2.15pm



We are pleased to support the Chester
Gang Show and wish it every success
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y of Chester

The nght Worshipful the Lord Mayor,
Councillor Sandra Rudd

The Lord Mayor’s Parlour,

Town Hall, Chester CH1 2HJ
Telephone (01244) 402126

Fax (01244) 350620

E-mail: s.rudd@chestercc.gov.uk

It gives me great pleasure to support this year’s Chester Gang Show.
I am delighted that the show is taking place as a wonderful
opportunity for the young people of the district’s Scouting Movement
to showcase their talents.

Bob and I would like to pass on our congratulations to all the
participants and volunteers for all the hard work and dedication in
producing such a marvellous show with something for everyone.

We hope you all have a marvellous evening and we send our best
wishes to everyone involved.

His Grace, The Duke of Westminster

PRESIDENT OF CHESTER &
DISTRICT SCOUT COUNCIL

My family has been associated with the Scout Movement in Chester
for many years and I have been honoured to continue that association
as your President, a position I have held since 1979. It has been a
pleasure to be able to support some activities here on the Eaton Estate,
including sponsored walks, hikes, gatherings and events.

The Scout Movement has been going strong for one hundred years
operating as a positive force throughout the world, providing
challenging and life changing experiences and bringing young people
together in a positive way, but above all it teaches those same young
people team work and a sense of fun. This same spirit is perpetuated
in the phenomenon of the “Gang Show”.

I am sorry not to be with you tonight but I would like to take this
opportunity to congratulate all those taking part in this production in
many varying ways. Thank you for your hard work and dedication in
making this performance possible. I am sure it will be a huge success
and I wish you all a most enjoyable evening.
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THE DUKE OF WESTMINSTER KG OBE TD DL
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Accident
Repair
Centre

6 Ketlan Court,
River Lane, Saltney,
Chester CH4 8SB

telephone: (01244) 674694
fax: (01244) 680775

HABWOLD

BUILDERS & FITTED KITCHEN
SPECIALIST

TAILOR MADE KITCHENS TO SUIT
EVERY NEED!

PROFESSIONAL DESIGN AND
INSTALLATION OF KITCHEN FURNITURE

FREE COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING AND
ADVISORY SERVICE

EXTENSIVE RANGE OF APPLIANCES
ALL BUILDING WORK UNDERTAKEN

FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE
ASSURED

Tel/Fax: (01244) 301605
Mobile: 07889 428262

e-mail: keith@harwoodpartnership.co.uk

CONTACT: KEITH HARDING/ i
31 OAKLANDS (o <t
GUILDEN SUTTON 7, i)
CHESTER CH3 7V Fas 1




MESSAGE FROM
THE ACTING DISTRICT COMMISSIONER

Message from Eddie Johnson, County Commissioner and
Acting District Commissioner for Chester and District

Welcome to Chester Gang Show 2007

2007 is a great year for Chester Gang Show to return to the stage
after a three year break. This year we celebrate 100 years of
Scouting and the Show dates coincide with the birthdays on
22nd February of our Founder, Lord Baden Powell and his wife,
Olave. BP would have been 150 on the 22nd February 2007 and
his wife 120.

Gang Shows don'’t just happen. Hundreds of hours of work
are put in by volunteers to make sure that the Show is a great
success and enjoyed by both the cast, production team, back

stage crew and audience alike. Gang Shows are fun and provide
an opportunity for young people to take the stage in just one
aspect of the Scouting programme.

In our Centenary year, Scouting is in the limelight and the
publicity which results from the World Scout Jamboree and other
numerous events and activities will encourage many more young
people to join the great game of Scouting. It is expected that not
only will young people want to join but many adults, who
enjoyed Scouting or Guiding, will return to put something back
in payment for the fun they had when they were in their youth.
Sit back and enjoy the Show and afterwards consider how, if you
are not already a member, you may become part of the largest
youth movement in the world.

BEST WISHES FROM
GYLES BRANDRETH

Here's to another night of Gang Show glory! I know it will be a memorable one. I took part in
my first Gang Show exactly half a century ago when I was in the cubs. It seems like yesterday!
Here's to all your yesterdays - and to all the Scouting movement has achieved over this past century
- and here's, too, to all your tomorrows. Long may Scouting in Chester continue to thrive.

As you know, the Scouting movement was founded by Robert Baden-Powell (1857-1941). He
said many wise things, but there is a quotation of his that I keep on my desk. On 4 July 1911, in a
letter to a friend, he wrote: ‘T know my weak points and am only thankful that I have managed to
get along in spite of them! I think that’s the policy for this world: Be glad of what you have got,
and not miserable about what you would like to have had, and not over-anxious about what the
future will bring’

Well, tonight: be glad of what you've got. It's the best!

GEMENTS AND APPRECIATION

ACKNOWL

His Grace, The Duke of Westminster McDonalds Joan Hunt, for the animal heads
The Miss HM Smith Charitable Trust Blacon High School Lilian, for wigs
The Dorothy Rylance Charitable trust B & Q ple Eaton Estate for storage

Chester City Council
Chester Standard
Chester Chronicle
1st Christleton Scout Group
40th Chester Scout Group
Cestrian Scout Group
Knutsford Gang Show

Chester Gateway Theatre

Chriska Dance and Stage School,

Ellesmere Port

ohnstone’s Leyland Decorating Centre
Y g
Jim’s Haberdashery (Chester Market)

Party Place, Ellesmere Port

Cooper’s Materials (Chester Market)

Grosvenor Farms for storage

Helen & Gary, Scene Change Studios
Back Cloths & Drapes (Hyde)
The Scout Association, Gilwell Park

Parents and families, for support

and transport

(Plus many others who have helped with provision of materials or services)

Tom & Barbara Bateman
Keith & Carole Brassington
Graham & Mary Brietley
Richard Clarke
Terry & Anne Collier
Matthew Davies
Thomas & Brigitte Dowling
Lilian & Ted Edmunds

- Gwyn & Janet Evans
Rev. David & Gill Fisher
Rachel Jones & Keith Harding
Eric & Yvonne Heath

PATRONS

Audrey Hinson
David & Joyce Hooper
Frank & Sylvia Hough

ClIr. Jill & Geoft Houlbrook
Charles & Gladys Isaac
Ron & Freda Jackson

Angela James
Keith & Sandra James
David & Susan Meacher-Jones
Ann & David King
Ann & David Lloyd
Colin & Hilarie McNae

Geoff & Pat Morris
Hazel Petch

Cllr. Eric & Margaret Plenderleath

Tony & Julie Roberts
Stan & Hilary Roberts
Gerald & William Roose
Peter Slater
Mike & Elizabeth Sykes
Geoff & Ruth Taylor
Raymond & Mary Woodfine.
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C, Hargreaves & Woods

Chartered Accountants
Chartered Tax Advisers
Business Advisers

Providing a quality, cost effective, personal and
timely service by creative, client centred professionals

T. 01244 400219 E: post@mjhw.co.uk

THE ELMS MEDICAL CENTRE

‘Toolcraft’

29a Market Hall
Chester CH1 2HH
Tel. 01244 323614

HARDWARE, GARDENING, DIY
A business built on recommendation

Supporter of the Gang Show and

2007 Jamboree Contingent
HOOLE ROAD, CHESTER CH2 3NH  TEL: 351000

g Bt Scottgit 6@0ff MoT TESTING
or your meat )
ay a visit to del’
GEORCE VENABLES R'f SERVICE REPAIRS
& SONS AN U FREE RE-TEST

Traditional Family Butcher

6 e All makes of cars when your vehicle is left in for repairs
45 Bridge Street, Chester serviced and repaired
(01244 324896) by your local friendly garage P E Ac o c K
149 Christleton Road, Chester Tel: (01244) 382341

(01244 325542) ARA E
87 Cliveden Road, Chester
(01244 682679

Wishing the Gang every success Boughton, Chester

¥/ J LONG LANE (A41) Tel: 01244 311381 Fax: 01244 329797
s UPTON-BY-CHESTER email: dave@peacockgarage.fsbusiness.co.uk




Harry Amner
William Barlow
Adam Boggiano
Matthew Bolam

Michael Bolam
Nyall Bolam
Jenny Challinor
Cathan Conlong
Victoria Courtney
Cameron Cundill
Michael Davenport
Jordan Davies
Joel Diggory
Zachary Donovan
Jonathan Ducker
Ailis Duggan
Matthew Ebo
John Ferrigno
Samuel Gelder

James Gibson

Ryan Goulding

Richard Gunther
Bev Hall

Laura Hanmer
Luke Hanmer
Keith Harding
Oliver Harding
Tom Harding
Alice Hardwell
Ben Harrington
Harry Hatwell
Ashleigh Haynes
Matt Heath
Sophie Henderson
Charly Hillier
Joe Hollingworth
Amy Hughes
June Hughes

GANG

Renegade ESU
1st Upton-by-Chester
Cestrian

42nd Chester
42nd Chester
42nd Chester
8th Chester
42nd Chester
Cestrian

1st Farndon

1st Christleton
Cestrian

40th Chester

‘ 8th Chester

5th Blacon
40th Chester
48th Chester
Cestrian

42nd Chester
8th Chester
42nd Chester
18th Chester
1st Christleton
Garrison ESU
Garrison ESU
Cestrian

1st Christleton
Cestrian

1st Farndon
40th Chester
18th Chester
1st Christleton
Wolf ESU
Dewa ESU
40th Chester
42nd Chester
42nd Chester
District

MUSICIANS

Pippa Inkster
Kelly Jones

Pam Jones

Rachel Jones
Trevor Jones

Leon Langmead
Beth Ludden
Richard Ludden
Matthew McCaffrey
Chris McCartney
Emily Parry
Jonathan Prescott
Craig Roberts
Pippa Ryan
Christopher Smith
Fiona Smith
Robert Smith
Amy Sproston
Jack Stones
Daniel Sutton
Jessica Taker
Victoria Taker
Daisy-May Taylor
Joanna Taylor
Joe Taylor
Gareth Thacker
Lizzie Thornton
Luke Thornton
Martin Turner
Joe Vickers

Chris Wadman
Stephanie Wadman
Daniel Wallace
Lesley Warburton
Lee Ware
Stephen White
Danny Wilson

Josh Young-Cannon

Musical Director & Arranger: Colin Parfitt

Louise Turner

John Collins

CONTACTS

Rosie McMahon

Kirsty Blain

1st Farndon
40th Chester
40th Chester
Cestrian

40th Chester
18th Chester
1st Farndon
40th Chester
48th Chester
18th Chester
Dewa ESU
Cestrian

42nd Chester
Dewa ESU

1st Christleton
1st Christleton
1st Christleton
Dewa ESU
Dewa ESU
42nd Chester
8th Chester
8th Chester
40th Chester
1st Christleton
40th Chester
8th Chester
1st Farndon
40th Chester
Wolf ESU

1st Upton-by-Chester
8th Chester
Renegade ESU
18th Chester
Dewa ESU
Cestrian

Wolf ESU
Wolf ESU

1st Upton-by-Chester

If you are interested in helping with the Show, or in becoming a Gang member, or you would like further information regarding Scouting in

Richard Clarke (Producer) — 01244 317100

Chester, please contact one of the following by phone:

Gerald Roose (Chairman) — 01244 381538



"HALF

1 Au Cabaret!

2 Number Two

3 Old McDonald’s Farm

4 Heroes & Villains

5 Putting It Together

6 Mounties Get Their Man
7 On My Knee

8 Cinders

9 The Sportsmen

10 Gangsta

There will be an Interval of 15 minutes

No photography in the Auditorium please.
Gang Show is based on an idea, and using material, by the late Ralph Reader CBE

HALF

Monster Rock
Chipmunks

On Air

Battle of the Brains
Men In Tights

Tuck Shop

12 Days of Scout Camp
Centenary Celebration
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On Thursday evening 22nd February we extend a cordial welcome to His Worship the Sheriff of Chester Councillor
David Hughes & the Sheriff’s Lady Mis. Isobel Hughes, also representing The Right Worshipful,
The Lord Mayor of the City of Chester Councillor Sandra Rudd and her Consort Councillor Bob Rudd;

The Lord Lieutenant of the County of Cheshire & President of Cheshire County Scout Council William A. Bromley Davenport EC.A., J.P
& Myrs. Elizabeth Bromley Davenport; The Very Rev. Dr. Gordon Mc. Phate, Dean of Chester; Val Thomason, Assistant Cheshire County
Commissioner for Cub Scouts & Mr. Alan Thomason (representing Eddie Johnson, Cheshire County Scout Commissioner &

Mis. Margaret Johnson); Joanne Titrner, Lady Chairman of Chester & District Scout Council; former Officers of Chester &

District Gang Show; Sponsors; Patrons Advertisers & other distinguished Guests of Chester & District Scout Council.



Ladies and gentlemen, boys and girls: I am proud to announce that Chester Gang Show is back with avengeance. After two years of
miserably lying at the back of the minds of Gang members and audiences alike, it has burst back into the limelight of Chester's
Scouting movement. Just as we are celebrating this glorious comeback we must also mourn the last chapter in an age old tradition,
for this is the last time that the show will be held in our doomed Gateway Theatre; (big a----ah!).

Now rehearsals, rehearsals, rehearsals; this year we have had the most amazing (if not a little whacky) array of characters and sketches,
from Robin Hood to Beauty and the Beasts, Belle and Bugsy Malone, to Scott Tracey and the Thunderbirds. Obviously, we can't
forget those old favourites Crest of a Wave, Great, Great Game and Red, White and Blue.

[ would like to speak on behalf of all the younger members of the Gang and say, “Thank you to all the adults who made this wonder

once again possible”, and an especially large one to Richard (the Producer), for holding the whole thing together and being the heart
and soul of the show.

Joe Taylor 40th Chester

HISTORY OF

SCOUTING

Scouting: Our 100th Anniversary

his year we celebrate the 100th anniversary of the first experimental camp at Brownsea Island Dorset on the first of August

I 1907. This was not a Scout camp as we came to know it; no uniforms, BP hats or other familiar accoutrements, just a group

of 20 boys selected from a cross section of society and put together to join in an eight day project of camping, fire-lighting,

outdoor cooking, plus many other pursuits which are now well integrated into the Scouting psyche. This event is now regarded as

the founding moment of Scouting, but on delving deeper, it was in reality (to coin a phrase) just the end of the beginning. Events

associated with the character and military career of Robert Baden-Powell during the previous 30 years had by, accident or design
laid the foundations for that defining moment in Poole Harbour.

On February 22nd February 1857, Robert Stephenson Smythe Powell was born to the Rev. Baden Powell, Professor of geometry
at Oxford University and his wife Henrietta Grace. The family name was enhanced to Baden-Powell in 1869 after the death of his
father (it was said) in pursuit of his mother’s desire to ‘consolidate’ her upper-middle class aspirations. Robert, her youngest son was
accepted at Charterhouse, where, though not excelling in book subjects, the nearby woods provided ample opportunities for tracking
and nature study. The school ethos of playing the game, loyalty to the team etc. later appeared as part of his philosophy for Scouting.
However, having failed to make it to Oxford, he was commissioned in 1876 into the 13th Hussars at Lucknow in India, soon being
involved in a number of minor imperial wars; thereby becoming part of what was known as “The Great Game” of imperial strategy
and defence. After a campaign in Matabeleland in 1896 he was promoted to command the 5th Dragoon Guards in India where along
with polo and similar pursuits, he turned his skills in military scouting (tracking and reading signs of the enemy) into training
schemes for men and boys. When the Second Boer War broke out in October 1899, BP found himself in command of the small South
African town of Mafeking. The success of resisting the longest siege of the war from October 1899 to May 1900 raised BP to the
status of a hero of the empire under threat. It was his characteristic cheerfulness and resilience under such dire circumstances that
provided the underlying formula for success in Scouring for Boys. Boys in Mafeking had played an important part in its defence as
a cadet force of those aged 9 and over, led by a 13 year old Sergeant Major Warner Goodyear. They had their own khaki uniform
and were trained as lookouts, orderlies and message carriers; shades of things to come!

When BP returned home some months after the relief of Mafeking he found, much to his surprise, that his Aids ro Scoutmg for
NCOs and Men was being used to train boys in schools and clubs. He was invited by Sir William Smith who had founded the Boys
Brigade in October 1883, to inspect their parade. Although impressed, BP suggested that recruitment would increase if a more
adventurous and practical programme were to be set up. Sir William pursued this and asked BP to make some suggestions; his
thoughts turned to his experiences in South Africa.

In 1906 Ernest Thomas Seton had sent BP a copy of his book entitled The Birch Bark Roll of the Woodcraft Indians. Seton, a
British Born Canadian living in the USA, subsequently met BP and they shared ideas about youth training programmes. By 1907
BP had re-written his Aids to Scouting to suit a youth readership and the draft was entitled Boy Patrols. The next step (which is
where we started) was to Brownsea Island, aided by Donald Baden Powell, Percy W Everett, George Walter Green, Kenneth
Mclaren, Henry Robson and William Stevens. This venture was such a success that the first ‘proper’ Scout camp took place at
Humshaugh, just South of Hadrian’s Wall on 22nd August 1908, attended by 30 boys elected via The Scout magazine. The
following year in 1909 a similar camp took place at Beaulea involving boats and water activities.

During 1908, troops started spontaneously, some in YMCA premises and others within the Boys Brigade. In order to avoid chaos,
in September 1908, BP sent letters to adults whose names were already on file, in an effort to set-up an orderly regime. Local
registration of troops and Patrols was initiated, one of the first being at the YMCA (now demolished) in Whetstone Street in



Birkenhead where a commemorative plaque was erected. Two travelling inspectors, one for the north and the other for the south,
were also appointed. By 1909 the Scouts had their first national HQ in Victoria Street, London. Girls also wanted to become part of
the movement as soon as it began. Agnes Baden-Powell, the sister of Robert Baden-Powell became the first president of the Girl
Guides when it was formed in 1910, being succeeded in 1917 by Olave Baden-Powell, BP’s wife, also born on the 22nd of February!

Towards the end of 1909 BP was knighted (KCB) by King Edward VII, who persuaded him to retire from his post as a
Lieutenant-General in the army to devote himself to Scouting full time. In 1911 King George V reviewed a large Scout rally at
Windsor and supported the granting of a Royal Charter in 1912.

Within two years, the First World War broke out and many adult leaders went to war, never to return. Those under 18 applied

themselves to all manner of voluntary work as first aid orderlies, on coast guard duty and even moving ammunition behind the lines
in France. Others like Jack Cornwell VC were killed in action, in his case as a 16 year old naval rating at Jutland on HMS Chester.
A memorial to him is in Chester Cathedral. In December 1916 Wolf Cub packs were set up to cater for young boys who were
desperate to join the action and Rudyard Kipling was persuaded to allow his Jungle Book to be used as a supporting narrative.
After the war, an adult training programme was set up and the first Wood Badge Course took place in 1919 at Gilwell (just newly
opened) and Rover Scouts were established. In 1920 the first World Jamboree was held in London, to be followed by another in
1924 at Ermelunden (Denmark) and then the 21st anniversary Jamboree at Arrowe Park Birkenhead; many others followed. In his
autobiography Lessons from the ‘Varsity of Life (1933) BP recommended acting as excellent training for a Scout: “It teaches self
confidence, focuses the mind and gives lessons in Kim-like impersonation; it may also, as in Scouting for Boys, teach wit, character
and history”. Not only at school, but also during his time in the army and in the colonial service, the ‘waggish BP’ became well-
known for his talents as a mimic and creator of stage-sets and costumes.
With the passage of time, the movement grew and spread worldwide then in 1939, Scouts applied themselves to helping the War
effort again. Robert Baden-Powell died in 1941 at Paxtu in Kenya, having been acclaimed as Chief Scout of the World in 1920,
gazetted GCVO (baronet) in the New Years Honours list 1923, created GCVO (baron) in 1929 and awarded the Order of Merit in
1937. He was succeeded as Chief Scout by Lord Somers (his Deputy in the UK) who died aged only 57 in 1944; then by Lord
Rowallen on 22nd February 1945. The subsequent Chief Scouts were: Sir Charles Maclean (appointed in 1959), Sir William
Gladstone (1972), Maj.-General Michael Walsh (1982), W. Garth Morrison (1988), George Purdy (1996) and now Peter Duncan
(appointed in 2004).

After the war, there was a significant reorganisation of the Scout sections. A revised proficiency badge scheme came into force
and a new plan for Rover Scouts was introduced. These changes were followed in October 1946 by the creation of a Senior Scout
Section. Although sounding radical, these innovations did not drastically alter the image of Scouts; the uniform remained
essentially the same and each edition of The Scout still carried those beautifully detailed line drawings by John Sweet of gadgets
to make and use at camp.

In 1967 The Advance Party Report heralded a minor revolution with the replacement of Senior Scouts by Venture Scouts,
(which have themselves been superseded by Explorers and Network sections), and the disbanding of Rover Scouts. In October of
that year, new uniform was brought in, consigning shorts and the iconic BP hat to history. Nevertheless, life went on! It is
extraordinary that a movement started 100 years ago to cater for an entirely different society; one in which it was considered vital
to provide opportunities for activity and outdoor pursuits to improve the general health of youth riven by poverty, is still flourishing
today. It seems so perverse that challenges similar to those faced in 1907 still exist and need to be overcome, many now being by-
products of affluence. It’s a funny old world!

Gerald Roose
References: The Official Histories of Scouting 1961 & 2007; Scouting for Boys (original version reproduced 2007) plus other sources.

Gang Show: 75 Years Old & Still Going!

ang Shows and Ralph Reader are inseparably linked by the public. Mention either name and someone within earshot
Ginevitably starts intoning “Crest of a Wave” followed by confessions of having been in the Scouts, the Cubs or even in a

show, followed by the inevitable question, “Are they still doing it then?”” The answer to that is an emphatic “Yes”; which
is why we are all gathered here yet again.

As ever, something as durable as this needs a serendipitous collection of events and unusually talented characters to ‘make it all
happen’. At the root of things was the birth of one William Henry Ralph Reader on May 25th 1903 in Crewkerne Somerset. He
was born into modest circumstances and was orphaned by the time he was nine years old, being raised by a selection of aunts and
uncles in his home town, then in Cardiff and Newhaven (Sussex).

He became a Scout at 14 in Newhaven and used to regularly visit the Brighton Hippodrome, (probably the catalyst to his later
thespian triumphs!). Having started work in Newhaven Cement Works, he eventually gravitated to New York where his aunt worked
in the theatre, but alas she only had a modest role as a backstage dresser. Undaunted, after a few false starts he landed jobs in Vaudeville
and in show chorus lines. After much hard work and travelling around America and Canada he became a very successful
choreographer on Broadway, experience which was to serve him well later in his career. So the stage was set for the future.

He took a break from the USA in 1927 and returned to London to work in the West End. Soon after the 1929 Arrowe Park
Jamboree, the Rover Scouts in Holborn staged a review called Good Turns which was billed as being written and produced by a
“Holborn Rover”. After two more shows in 1931-2, such was their reputation that it was proposed by Admiral E M Phillpotts
(County Commissioner for London) that the “Holborn Rover” and his revue stage manager, should put on a more ambitious show
in the West End under the auspices of the London County Council. As a result of that suggestion, Gang Show was established. A



programme was quickly compiled and on Empire Day (May 24th) 1932, 120 volunteers turned-up for the first rehearsal. In October
1932 the show titled The Gang’s All Here appeared at the Scala Theatre, off Tottenham Court Road. The result was quite unlike
anything seen before; it was professional, original and made a profit of £150, much to everyone’s surprise.

The exercise was repeated in 1933 and again in 1934 when “Crest of a Wave” concluded the first Act. By this time Gang Show
was fully established and all seats were sold well ahead of the first night. “The Holborn Rover” was of course Ralph Reader, who
having reluctantly declared himself in 1935, nearly lost his professional career as many of his colleagues were reluctant to be
associated with someone working with amateurs. Nevertheless, many famous professionals started their career in the RAF Gang
Shows including Peter Sellers, Dick Emery, Tony Hancock and Harry Worth, to mention just a few. BP was an enthusiastic
supporter of Gang Shows and wrote, ‘you have made a big success, may we have more?’ not surprising in view of his well know
penchant for acting.

In 1936, Ralph produced a musical Scout Pageant at the Albert Hall which was followed by more Gang Shows until, while in
rehearsal in 1939, the outbreak of war caused the cancellation of the show. Ralph was commissioned into the RAF as an intelligence
officer, producing Gang Shows in the services as (has been said) a cover for his other activities.

After the war, the London Gang show appeared again in December 1950 with a new production each year; girls being brought
into the London Show in 1968 and into our first show here at the Gateway Theatre in 1969. In 1959 Ralph was awarded the CBE,
in addition to his MBE (Military Division) which he had received in 1943. Finally in 1974 Ralph retired, after writing and
producing the last London Gang Show at the Gaumont Theatre Kilburn.

The London Gang Show was a show performed by amateurs (as opposed to an amateur show), which had been invited to be part
of three Royal Command Performances at the London Palladium. Other Gang Shows have flourished, and still do, all over the UK
and throughout the World, a lasting testimony to the quality of the institution and to the genius of Ralph Reader. Sadly, Ralph died
in May 1982. There are many plaques and artefacts to his memory, the greatest perhaps being that shows like the one here in
Chester still survive to provide fun and entertainment, for both those on stage and in the audience out front.

Gerald Roose.

Do You Remember Brynbach, the Lost Shangri-La?

t must have been, I think, Easter 1949 when I (PL of the Peewits) set off for my first weekend camp with Colin (PL of the
IWoodpeckers), Eric (PL of the Owls), Robin (2nd of the Woodpeckers) and Les our Scout Leader who, for some strange reason,

was known as Wapper! Destination? - Brynbach, the camping ground of the County of Cheshire West, which included Chester.
Sadly, Brynbach is no longer available for Scouting but from 1936 when the camp opened, until 1977 when the much changed site
finally closed, there can’t have been many Chester scouts who didn’t spend at least one weekend somewhere on the 567 acres of
open moorland, forest, woodland and grassland. It’s more than likely that until Dr. Beeching came along in the 1960s they would
have arrived by steam train from Chester to Denbigh, to be met at the station by the camp lorry; the last six miles then being covered
perched on top of their kit in the back. What better way could there be to arrive at camp?

So what was so special about Brynbach? Easy; it was entered through a gateway designed by BP and had everything that a Scout needed for a
perfect camping experience: A 25 yard swimming pool big enough to have a diving board at the deep-end and, as it was fed from a mountain stream,
the water was always clean, crystal clear and absolutely fre-e-ezing c-c-old! There was a camp store and a providore which sold all those important
items which no self-respecting Scout should be without at camp, like a sheath-knife (not today of course but it was OK then!) and assorted badges
for your camp fire blanket. You could have a belt branded with Brynbach’s logo — a single pine tree and, in the unlikely event that you had used up
all your original stock, you could even buy a bar of soap. If perchance your leader had forgotten an axe, or needed spares for the tilley lamp, the
providore always came to the rescue.

There were areas where pioneering bridges could be built over fast flowing streams, sites suitable for aerial runways together
with places to camp and cook in the real backwoods fashion. Brynbach, being the largest Scout camp in the country, provided routes
for almost day-long hikes which never needed to cross the site boundaries and it had a boating lake plus space for the most
ambitious wide games imaginable.

A bad-weather covered camp-fire and activity area to cater for 200 scouts evolved from an early ‘Barn Conversion’ of the

granary and storehouse, which was part of the original Brynbach farm. The camp even had a local dairy, just up the hill, providing
fresh milk every day. There was also a wooden storm hut which had been paid for by a collection at a dinner of friends of F O Paul,
of Pauls the Birkenhead Flour Millers, who had donated the site for use as a Scout Camp. According to Captain Anderson (the first
Camp Warden) that collection raised £1500. In an emergency, this hut could hold 400 scouts and when the camp closed, it was
dismantled and taken to Gilwell. I wonder if it is still there?

The site also boasted its own landing strip for light aircraft and, although I’m not sure if it was ever used, this facility is tied to
the most famous, (or should it be ‘infamous’?) story about Brynbach. When the camp was first opened a 200 yards long arrow was
planted in golden yew, together with the Scout fleur-de-lis in green larch, on the hillside overlooking the camping area and pointing
towards Arrowe Park Birkenhead. The camp booklet boasted that “These features will be visible for many miles and will act as a
sure guide to the Scout airplane”. Then came the Second World War when it was said that enemy bombers heading for Merseyside
used the arrow to guide them to their destination! This was certainly not the original intention when the “Arrow of the Golden Yew”
was planted and it is not certain whether the speculation was absolutely true, but like many of the stories around at the time, it has
gone into folklore. This and many other memories are things that I still recall about Brynbach (Little Hill), set in fabulous
countryside.

David King.



Artistes Theatre Shop

23 City Rd
Chester
CH1 3AE
01244 320271
www.theatreshop.co.uk

Scout and Guide Association
Official Stockists All Uniforms
& Books.

oo
»v
Leading Dancewear Stockists All

Major Brands Expert Shoe fitting
at all times.

Hire Department Over 2,000
costumes, props, make-up &
wigs for sale.

Mail Order Available. Est. 46 years.

MILL HOTEL &

SPA '0551‘/’/751‘/27’ |

1. RESTAURANT CRUISER

Sailing 7 days Lunch and Evening.
Prices include four course meal Food
only, unless otherwise stated

£18.50

£25.00
£27.50

Lunch from
Dinner Sun -Thur from
Dinner Fri & Sat from

CASINO ROYALE CRUISES 2. CANALETTO RESTAURANT
Once a month the Restaurant Cruiser A great selection of Menus. 7 days.
is transformed into the Casino Royale. Lu?lch from ’ £12.00

Martini Reception, 4 Course Meal

K S Sunday Lunch From £14.00
with choice from a Superb Menu & Dinner Sun ~Thur from £17.00
free Casino. £29 per person Dine and Dance Evenings

FIRST PRIZE - Includes Fridays £27.00

helicopter flight, lunch at a SHOLEAREE L) o 0N

country house hotel, overnight i

stay at the Mill Hotel & Spa and 3. BRASSERIE

his & hers massages FLAMBE STEAK RESTAURANT

A New Dining Experience at Chester’s
Newest Steak Restaurant. Serving
Seared Steaks flamed at your table.

4. PEPPERMILL TRATTORIA
Serving a selection of salads, pizza and
a fine selection of wines.

5. DELI BAR

Serving Hot Food and a selection of
Sandwiches. Located in the REAL
ALE BAR, serving 30 different real
ales weekly.

129 ENSUITE BEDROOMS
MILTON STREET, CHESTER, CH1 3NF
RESERVATIONS TEL: 01244 350035 FAX: 01244 345635

MISSISSIPPI CASINO CRUISES
Once a month, 4 Course Meal with
choice from a Superb Menu & free
Casino. Play for £100 worth of prizes.
£28 per person.

QUEEN MARY CROWN
CRUISES

Once a month £49 per person
Includes Champagne Reception, 6
Course Meal with Wines and Liqueur
Flamed Coffees.

100 years of Scouting
is quite a legacy

To make the most of yours, talk to: © |
iy

for professional inheritance tax

planning from Chester’s only

Chartered Financial Pla

Telephone: 01244 312505
Email: advice@cestrianifa.co.uk

Authorised and regulated by the
Financial Services Authority

y
F CHI
W | S | I

PRINTERS SINCE 1840

WH Evans printed Chester
Gangshow’s first programme in
1953 and are proud to be

continuing this tradition

5 Knutsford Way, Sealand Industrial Estate
Chester CH1 4NS

Telephone: 01244 383456
Fax: 01244 381822
E mail: print@whevans.co.uk
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PRODUCTION TEAM Ken Barton, Tom Coates, Russell Price, Tim Johnson,

Producer: Richard Clarke John Lambert, Nick Hirst, Tom Booth and Matthew White
Musical Director and Arranger: Colin Parfitt Follow-spot Operators: David Connolly and Clare Bamford

Assistant Musical Director: Tim Dowson
Directors and Choreographers: Victoria Courtney, Rachel Jones, Keith
Harding, Vanessa Coates, Jim Woodley, Trevor Jones and John Lambert
Gang Organiser/Blababout Editor: Denise Huxley

Backstage Security: Steve Shone and Steve Lewis
Photographer: Dave Mullock

TECHNICAL SUPPORT ARTISTIC SUPPORT
Stage Director: Geoff Morris ‘Wardrobe Mistress: Pam Jones
Lighting Design: Jim Woodley (Professional Member of Costume Design and Construction: Pam Jones and Vanessa Coates

The Association of Lighting Designers)
Amplification and Sound Effects: Wim Roose, assisted by Gerald Roose
Scenery Manager: Bob Johnson
Scenery Design and Construction: Bob Johnson, Vernon Hitchen,

Dressers: Sandra Taker, Vanessa Coates, Karan Warburton,
Tracey Patterson, Helen Shone, Janet Leech,
Alan Wilding and District Cub Scout Leaders

Steve Huxley, Mel Owen, Mel Hall, Russell Price, Make-up: Joy Hughes, Cat Taker, Izzy Harding and Nicole Tallant
Tom Coates and Alison Johnson Properties: Robert Hewitt
Stage Crew: Bob Johnson, Mel Hall, Mel Owen, Steve Huxley, Rehearsal Refreshments: Denise Huxley (a.k.a Mrs Potts)

FOR GANG SHOW FOR THE CHESTER GATEWAY THEATRE

Business Chairman: Gerald Roose Chairman: Peter Swingler

Vice-Chairman: Alison Johnson Chief Executive; Ken Barron
Secretary: Pam Jones Technical Manager: Rik Armitage
Treasurer: Ron Jackson Technical Stage Manager: Alan Howe
Booking Secretary and Marketing: Alison Johnson
Sponsorship, Patrons, Donations and Programme Advertising: Gerald Roose, Chester Gateway Theatre is grateful for the support it receives from The Arts Council of
June Hughes and Eric Plenderleath England: North West, Chester City Council and Cheshire County Council.

Chester Gang Show Web-site Creation and Maintenance: William Roose
Programme Co-ordination and Content: Gerald Roose and David King

FOR CHESTER & DISTRICT

Front of House Arrangements: Peter Slater assisted by members of Chester Acting District Conn‘nissioner: Eddie Jo%mson
Scout Council, members of the Scout Fellowship and (County Commissioner for Cheshire)
Chester District Explorer Scouts. Lady Chairman: Joanne Turner
Catering: Denise Huxley Treasurer: Jan Dewhirst
CREDITS MARRY ME A LITTLE - lyrics & music by Stephen Sondheim
AU CABARET! ~ devised and directed by Vicki Courtney THERE’S ALWAYS A WOMAN - lyrics & music by Stephen Sondheim
NUMBER TWO - directed by Richard Clarke NO TIME AT ALL - lyrics & music by Stephen Schwartz
OLD MCDONALD’S FARM - devised by Knutsford Gang Show; directed by OLD FRIENDS — lyrics & music by Stephen Sondheim
Victoria Courtney and Keith Harding ON MY KNEE - lyrics & music by Malcolm Lycett

HEROES & VILLAINS — written and directed by John Lambert
PUTTING IT TOGETHER - devised and directed by Jim Woodley
MOUNTIES GET THEIR MAN - written by Jim Foote; directed
by Richard Clarke
ON MY KNEE - adapted and directed by Trevor Jones
CINDERS - author unknown, obtained via
Knutsford Gang Show; directed by Rachel Jones

MONEY MONEY MONEY - lyrics & music by Benny Andersson
and Bjorn Ulvaeus
BAD GUYS — lyrics & music by Paul Williams
THESE BOOTS WERE MADE FOR WALKING - lyrics & music
by Lee Hazlewood
ANOTHER ONE BITES THE DUST - lyrics & music by John Deacon

THE SPORTSMEN - directed by Keith Harding and Vicki Courtney ANYTHING GOES - lyrics and music by Cole Porter
GANGSTA — written and directed by Vanessa Coates MONSTER MASH - lyrics & music by Bobby Pickett and Leonard Capizzi
MONSTER ROCK - written and directed by Rachel Jones GIMME SOME LOVIN’ — lyrics & music by Steve Winwood,
CHIPMUNKS - directed by Trevor Jones Muft Winwood & Spencer Davis
ON AIR - obtained from Scouting Magazine (Aug 91); directed by Trevor Jones WE GOTTA GET OUT OF THIS PLACE - lyrics & music by
BATTLE OF THE BRAINS — written and directed by John Lambert Barry Mann and Cynthia Weil
MEN IN TIGHTS - devised by Graham Swallow, for Crewe Gang Show; WE CAN WORK IT OUT - lyrics & music by

directed by Vanessa Coates John Lennon and Paul McCartney -

TUCK SHOP — written and directed by John Lambert THE TIME WARP - lyrics & music by Richard O’Brien
12 DAYS OF SCOUT CAMP — written by Colin Charlick; adapted and MCNAMARA’S BAND - lyrics by John J Stanford, music

directed by Vanessa Coates ,
. . by Shamus O’Connor
CENTENARY CELEBRATION - devised and directed by Richard Clarke
THE SPORTSMEN, GEE IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE, WINGS OVER

SEAWAYS, RED WHITE AND BLUE, WE'VE BEEN MAKING
MEMORIES, THESE ARE THE TIMES, THREE CHEERS, CREST OF A

MUSIC CREDITS
WILLKOMMEN AND CABARET — music: John Kander, lyrics Fred Ebb

NUMBER TWO — music & lyrics by Malcolm Lycett WAVE - words & music by Ralph Reader
OLD MACDONALD HAD A FARM - traditional, arranged by Colin Parfitt GREAT GREAT GAME — words & music by Billy Brickland
HEROES & VILLAINS — lyrics by Vanessa Coates & John Lambert; music by
Tim Dowson RECORDED MUSIC
BELLE — music by Alan Menken, lyrics by Howard Ashman ALVIN’S ORCHESTRA — Chipmunks’ Greatest Hits Curb Records 1992
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SOLICITORS

Family Law — Divorce
Commercial — Home Buying and Selling
Employment — Litigation

Personal Injury

Will Making and Probate

Members of Lexcel & Family Law

25 White Friars, Chester CH1 1NZ

Tel: 01244 400567
Fax: 01244 403377

Email: reception@storrarcowdry.co.uk
www.storrarcowdry.com

Wish Gang Show
ALL the BEST!

From

Frank & Paula

Telephone: (01244) 323779

E-mail: frankmarnell @nepc.co.uk

'he Le

ne nin : € (
Presents ‘Learnlng for All Wlth courses in..

| Skills for Life « Computing/IT eBusiness & Management [
find out about our fun classes...

a professional re-touch at our Digital Photography class.
¢ A loft full of unwanted items? Learn how to make money
fast by joining our online auction class.

e Give your tatty but treasured photos a new lease of life with H
|
|

A number of our courses are fully funded; why not check w1th \
us to see if you are eligible? ‘

Unlvers1ty of Chester, The Blue Coat School ‘
1-2 Canal Street, Chester CH1 4EJ. |
Contact us on 01244 220404 or visit www.chester.ac.uk/lec

Taylor - a Boatbuilding Family
Talks & Lectures
All proceeds to the
Hospice of The Good Shepherd

Geoff Talyor
56 Cambrian View

Chester CH1 4DF
Tel: 01244 379342 e-mail: taylor56@lineone.net

To Chester Gang Show 2007
Break a Leg from

For All Your Baby
Needs
at
The Old Church
97A Christleton Road
Chester CH3 5UQ
Telephone:
(01244) 329899

Where the best
costs less

L

Phone Chester 383871

Discounts available (Quote SA1)

N\

F.J. PROUD & SONS *

5 >‘ A beautiful range of fireplaces

- e Victorian cast and marble and
wooden surrounds

e Living Flame Gas Fire in Natural
or LPG

" Multi-Fuel and Gas Stoves
" o Brassware and Accessories

COMPLETE FITTING SERVICE
Calor Gas Shop

Open 6 Days 8.15am - 5.30pm

Chester (01244) 325506

Visit our showroom at: 27/29 Christleton Road, Chester
www.theinternetpages.co.uk (fireplaces)

'8
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Boughton Post Office
and General Store

Bread ¢ Confectionary ® Chocolate
e Sweets and Sandwiches

A Family firm giving Friendly Personal Service

123 Christleton Road,
Chester CH3 5UQ

Jeremy Harrsion; 1elephone: 01244 322375

Chester Business
Services Limited

Need help?

* Bookkeeping
* VAT
* Payroll
» Secretarial
e Office Administration

All the above services are provided by
qualified and experienced staff at
reasonable rates

FOR A FREE INITAL CONSULTATION
CALL 07845 092757
Email: mail@cbs-Itd.co.uk

STANLEY ROBERTS
(CHESTER) LTD

PLUMBING CONTRACTORS
AND HEATING ENGINEERS
Established 1967

* Undertake all forms of plumbing
and heating contracts, domestic,
commercial and industrial

* FREE Estimates provided

*» Registered Gas Installers with CORGI
(including LPG)

* Licensed members of the Association of
Plumbing and Heating Contractors

Tel/Fax : (01244) 382118

19a Meadowsway,
Upton-by-Chester,
Cheshire CH2 1HZ

Wishing Chester Gang Show every success!







