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Chester Scout Shop 
Lowest prices in Chester 

For all your Scouting needs 

We are_run by volunteers for 

‘volunteers so come to us for 

e Uniforms for children and adults 

e Official Badges 

e Scout brand clothing 

e Trophies Awards and Certificates 

e Gifts and Novelties 

e Scout Publications 

Scouts 

As Scouts, we believe in preparing 

young people with skills for life. We 

bring communities together and 

contribute to society. Above all, we 

aim to build better futures 

We aim to offer Skills for Life to as 

many young people as we can. We 

welcome all young people who 

would like to join us. 

We also welcome adult volunteers 

to help deliver Scouting. 

To find out more 

Email 

enquiries@chesterscouts.org.uk 

Or visit our website 

www.chesterscouts.org.uk 

#GOODFORYOU 

Scout ats 
Store 

Find us at 

58 Weston Grove Upton CH2 1QJ 

Thursday 7:00 -8:30pm 

(Except school holidays) 

Contact us 

01244 398635 

Shop@chesterscouts.org.uk 
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The Sheriff's Lady and | are excited to be attending the 2022 

Gang Show and to welcome back the event after the enforced 

break. Chester and District Scouts offer support and 

opportunities to our young people and have done so for many 

years and | still recall the first Gang Show in which girls, including 

my youngest sister took part on stage. 

a 

| am delighted to again sponsor the show and both Rachel and | 

wish you all a fun filled evening. 

Jill Houlbrook 

Sheriff of Chester 

We are delighted to welcome you to Chester and District Scouts 

65th Production of our Gang Show. 

When we hosted our 64th Production back in February 2020 who 

knew how the world would change in the next few weeks. In true 

Scouting spirit we adapted to lockdown and virtual scouting over 

Zoom was born. Cakes were made in Microwaves, and camps 

went virtual with Cubs sleeping in Baths and under dining tables. 

Groups invited Scientists, Astronomers, Magicians and even 

Alpacas to join them on zoom. Gangshow also adapted with 

virtual workshops and we released videos of the gangs favourite 

sketches in what would have been Gangshow week 2021. 

Most of our groups have now returned to face to face Scouting 

and we have adapted to make activities Covid Safe offering the 

outdoor adventure to our members. This is all made possible by 

our adult volunteers and we are always looking to welcome new 

volunteers both helping lead the youth members and behind the scenes for example we currently need a Treasurer. 

As a District we are proud of each and every one of our Youth Members as they embark on the wonderful journey that is Scouting, 

learning skills for life along the way. 

Some things have not changed though, as Gang Show remains a great show for all of the family. So sit back, relax and enjoy the show. 

Alaw Wilding Brandon tone 
Alan Wilding Brandon Hone 

District Commissioner ‘Youth District Commissioner (ya 
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As you might expect, there has been enormous 

uncertainty about whether Chester Gang Show 2022 

would take place. But the Gang Show followspot shines 

brightly(!), and since September last year, the team have 

been working hard on a new production, due to the huge 

enthusiasm from the performers themselves to get back 

on stage. As Explorer Scouts Dillon and Daniel agreed 

“We've made so many friends at Gang Show, and the last 

year has been really hard because we haven't been able to 

meet up, and do the usual activities. But it's great to be 

able to see each other again now and to perform, which is 

something we all love.” 

The Cinderella themed ‘After the Ball’ looks set to be one 

of the show's highlights, as an alternative take on the 

classic fairy tale. The story begins immediately after the 

Prince has lost his dance partner, and takes an unexpected 

twist because the Fairy Godmother's magic no longer 

works. As Zofia, who plays Cinderella explained, “It's such 

a fun story to be a part of, and I'm so excited, as this is my 

first big role on stage.” Fellow performer Grace, who plays 

the Wizard added, “joining Gang Show is one of the best 

decisions I've ever made. The music really makes the show, 

and I'm really looking forward to my part rapping ‘I've Got 

the Magic.” 

Chester Scout Leader Rachel Harding has been involved 

with Gang Shows for over twenty years, both as a 

performer and director. She explained “it’s such a positive 

experience for everyone involved. To see the young 

people working together to achieve something, and joy on 

their faces when they nail it on stage, is brilliant. But most 

of all you really feel part of an inclusive community. It 

helps give us all a sense of perspective, which has been so 

important in recent years. Rehearsals have been brilliant, 

and we can't wait to show you what we’ve been up to!” 
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It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to our 65th Production of Chester Gang Show. It’s so nice to be back in the 

theatre, to see our regulars back again and to say a great big “hello!” to everyone watching for the first time, we hope it’s 
not your last. 

We were so lucky to get to perform our last show in 2020 just prior to the whole country going into Covid19 lockdown, 

about 30 other shows were not so lucky! The past two years have been difficult and challenging for everyone and for 

everything we do, but hope is on the horizon as we emerge into the “new normal” with the set of challenges that brings 

with it. We have tried to pay tribute to a number of key events happening this year including the Queens Platinum Jubilee, 

celebrating 35 years of Beaver scouting, 90 years of Gang Show nationally as founded by the late Ralph Reader CBE and 

to offer special thanks to our NHS and other key workers and scientists for the great job they have done to show everyone 

why we are “Great Britain. But sadly, like many families who have lost loved ones over the past two years, so has our 

Gang Show family. | would like to especially remember three previous members who sadly passed away since our last 

show. They are Alan Lloyd who played bass in the band for many, many years including the 2020 show. Jim Woodley who 

was an incredibly talented lighting designer and choreographer who gave many years’ service when we were at the old Gateway theatre and in our earlier years at the King’s school. The 

‘Jim Item” would always leave audiences saying “what was that”! as he was from a professional theatre background. Lastly my Dad, Les Harding, who for more years than | care to remember 

was “the man on the stage door” who knew exactly when to let you through and onto stage, never late, but never too soon! All, as those before them, are sadly missed. 

We continue to focus on maintaining the history, heritage and continuity of this great Scouting activity for future generations of young people as it is so important in providing unique 

opportunities to develop new skills and grow self-confidence. When asked “what's Gang Show?”, it’s quite difficult to explain really. | know what it is in my head having personally been 

involved since 1967 as a Cub! but how do you get this truly unique opportunity across to someone new to Gang Show? | suppose the easiest way to describe this great activity is by liking 

it to a variety show with singing, dancing, sketches, laughter, and sometimes tears, but it delivers so much more than just the “on-stage” experience. We realised that not being able to do 

a show in 2021 would mean the young people missing out on this activity for two years, which is a long period of time at their age, so to try and help maintain their interest and mental 

wellbeing we held a “Virtual Show” in 2021 shown live on YouTube from items voted for by the Gang from previous performances from a production team short list. This reached audiences 

far and wide but not as much as the special tribute we produced to mark the 75th Anniversary of VE Day, specially written by John Lambert our Assistant Producer. This reached audiences 

across the world and received special praise from many senior UK Scout HQ staff, | hope you saw the tribute shown on the screen in the foyer on your way into this performance. Again not 

being able to hold our annual Gang Show camp, we decided to do this virtually with great interaction between Gang members and a few “chosen” Network production team “volunteers” 

who had been given identical bags of totally random costume accessories, wigs, props and make up. The final results were hilarious, what would we have done without Zoom? Well done 
to everyone! 

We have said “farewell” to a number of key members of the Gang again as they move onto University and start their careers, but equally we have welcomed many new faces, which is 

encouraging, and they have all excelled and shown that this part of their Scouting means a great deal to them. As you watch all our young people perform on stage I’m sure you will agree 

that they have embraced with enthusiasm and resilience everything that they have been asked to do and have more than maintained the standards we try so hard to meet and improve year 

on year. We are proud of each and every one of them. Well done! It’s not been an easy task having started the process some 4 months late when we ran a series of “workshops” in October 

2021 to gauge interest for the show. The programme was then produced within three weeks before starting rehearsals early November using mainly “upcycled” and adapted previous show 

items, always mindful that Covid was ever present and required new and different ways of doing things including some very strategic planning and budgetary controls, which have resulted 
in getting to where we are now and you being able to sit back and enjoy a great performance by our young people. 

Of course none of this is possible without the help and encouragement of our brilliant Production Team who are tireless in their commitment and enthusiasm producing high quality specially 

written and choreographed items, whilst also updating some “old favourites”, which is rubbing off on newer youth members of the team, and those who want to join the team. Without this 

level of help and dedication, Chester Gang Show would not be what it is today! Check out the QR tile with the acknowledgements for more details. | would therefore like to express my sincere 

thanks to the whole team supporting Gang Show 2022 and to the many other people, both within & outside Scouting, for their support and loyalty, and for giving the opportunity to the Gang 

to continue this annual Scouting activity (well almost, it was only Covid that stopped us!). 

Gang Show is the result of many people pulling together and putting in a tremendous amount of time and hard work. As a team event involving Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, Explorers, Network 

and Leaders, Gang Show has no equal; it brings out the best in people and encourages personal development and self-esteem in the true spirit of Scouting and what it has to offer and 

showcases this on stage. It is a shining example of what we need to encourage so that Scouting in Chester and District remains vibrant for many years ahead, continuing to provide young 
people with “#Skills for life”! 

| would also like to thank John Lambert our Assistant Producer for his unquestionable support and dedication in helping me maintain our standards and improve with each new show. Big 

thanks also to Alex Coker our new Youth Producer for his support and as a much valued member of the Production Team, and to Cameron Morrison our new Assistant Youth Producer, who 

recorded the pre-show announcements, and whose primary role is to liaise with the younger Gang and Production Team, but who has also co-directed an item this year. | must also thank 

my wife Rachel and daughter Ellie for their constant support and encouragement, as always | could not do it without you. 

Finally, | must thank you, our audience, for your continued support. Without you we simply would not be able to do it, and so give young people the opportunity and experience they may 
otherwise never get. So, sit back and let the members of Chester and District Scout Gang Show brighten your day with singing, dancing and laughter. So now let’s ‘Just Be” and have a fun 

filled 7 Show experience, | know that we have another fantastic show for you this year. 

Meith ; 

Welcome to Chester Gang Show 2022 our 65th show! 

It has been a strange few years but we are all so excited to be able to perform again for you all! This is my 1st year working alongside Keith and the Production Team as the Youth Producer. 

Over the past year, we have worked hard to get Gang Show back to the standard that it was and, with the support of the young people, we believe we have! 

This year we have lots of new and returning members in the Gang who have been longing to be on stage. We have worked hard with the young people to create a youth lead culture throughout 

all aspects of the show, from on the stage to those working behind the scenes to make the show a success. 

This year’s show is a credit to the hard work and dedication shown by all of those involved, especially our young people. As always we have a wide variety of singing, dancing and laughter 
performed by our fantastic young people. 

| would like to thank you all for supporting our show and for bringing your children and families to the rehearsals. | hope that you have a fun filled evening. 

Alex Coker 
Youth Producer 

Welcome to the 65th Chester Gang Show! 

This is my first year as the Assistant Youth Producer and my fifth year performing in the show. | couldn't be happier to be working alongside Keith Harding and Alex Coker to bring this 

production together. I’ve been involved in Gang Show since 2016 and it means a lot to me as a way to express myself and develop my creative personality. Gang Show is and always will 

be one of the highlights of my year, and | have loved being a part of it and watching it develop. | will forever be thankful for all the opportunities it has aS 

given me. | am extremely grateful to bé in the role of Assistant Youth Producer, and | look forward to my future in Gang Show and where it will take me = 

next. A huge thank you to everyone involved in bringing the show together and all my friends in the Gang. | hope you all enjoy this show; we have 

worked even harder than usual on it this year under the circumstances we are currently in, so | will be glad to see the effort pay off. Have a fantastic x x 
time! CH STER 

Cameron /llorrison 

Assistant Youth Producer 


