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= Singing,gDancing & LaUgter Fun for all the Family!|
1 | | ’ At The Vanbrugh Theatre, The King’s School
Tuesday 21st to Saturday 25th February 2023

Performances at 7.15pm plus a matinee at 2.15pm on Saturday

66th Production




Chester Scout Shop

Lowest prices in Chester
For all your Scouting needs

We are run by volunteers for
volunteers so come to us for

e Uniforms for children and adults
e Official Badges

e Scout brand clothing

e Trophies Awards and Certificates

e Gifts and Novelties
e Scout Publications

Scouts

As Scouts, we believe in preparing
young people with skills for life. We
bring communities together and
contribute to society. Above all, we
aim to build better futures

We aim to offer Skills for Life to as
many young people as we can. We
welcome all young people who
would like to join us.

We also welcome adult volunteers
to help deliver Scouting.

To find out more

Email
enquiries@chesterscouts.org.uk
Or visit our website
www.chesterscouts.org.uk

#GOODFORYOU
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Stockist

Find us at
58 Weston Grove Upton CH2 1Q)J

Thursday 7:00 -8:30pm
(Except school holidays)

Contact us
01244 398635
Shop@chesterscouts.org.uk
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The City of Chester
Charter Trustees

The Lady Mayoress and | look forward to the 2023 Gang Show.
We hope that all those involved enjoy the show.

Councillor John Leather and Mrs Heather Leather
Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress of Chester

We are delighted to welcome you to Chester and District Scouts 66th
Production of our Gang Show.

Scouting in Chester and District has bounced back following disruptions during
2020 — 2021 and like Gang Show our numbers are continuing to grow from
strength to strength. This is all made possible by our amazing adult volunteers
- thank you - we are always looking to welcome new volunteers both helping
lead the Youth Members and support behind the scenes.

In 2023, Chester and District will see the opening of Squirrel Dreys, for 4 and

5 year olds.. We are also proud to announce that this year three groups of
Youth Members will be embarking on International Experiences. We have nine
Explorers attending World Scout Jamboree in South Korea and a further group
of young adults attending the Jamboree as International Service Team. A group
of six Youth Members will also be heading to the Netherlands to complete
their Explorer Belt challenge.

As a District we are proud of each and every one of our Youth Members as they embark on the wonderful journey that is Scouting,
learning skills for life along the way. Slightly closer to home, Squirrels, Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, Explorers and Network from Chester and
District will come together at the start of July for our District Camp.

Some things have not changed though, as Chester Gang Show remains a fabulous show for all of the family to enjoy. So sit back, relax
and enjoy the show.

Al Wilding Brandon Hone

Alan Wilding Brandon Hone M\ /N
District Commissioner Youth District Commissioner 0
Chester & District Scout Council Chester & District Scout Council

Scouts
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It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to our 66th Production of Chester Gang Show. It's so
nice to be back in the theatre again, to see our regulars back again and to say a great big “hello!” to
everyone watching for the first time, we hope it's not your last.

We continue to focus on maintaining the history, heritage and continuity of this great Scouting ac-
tivity for future generations of young people as it is so important in providing unique opportunities
to develop new skills and grow self-confidence. When asked “what’s Gang Show?”, it's quite difficult |
to explain really. | know what it is in my head having personally been involved since 1967 as a Cub!
but how do you get this truly unique opportunity across to someone new to Gang Show? | suppose
the easiest way to describe this great activity is by liking it to a variety show with singing, dancing,
sketches, laughter, and sometimes tears, but it delivers so much more than just the “on-stage”
experience. Gang Show is the result of many people pulling together and putting in a tremendous
amount of time and hard work. As a team event involving Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, Explorers, Network
and Leaders, Gang Show has no equal; it brings out the best in people and encourages personal de-
velopment and self-esteem in the true spirit of Scouting and what it has to offer and showcases this on stage. It is a shining example of what we need to encourage
so that Scouting in Chester and District remains vibrant for many years ahead, continuing to provide young people with Skills for life!

We have had a busy year during 2022 when Chester Gang Show was specifically asked to deliver “The Story of Chambo”, a three part epic at Cheshire’s Internation-
al Camp for over 5000 Scouts at Tabley, near Knutsford in August. This was in collaboration with ChamboreeX and the events organising and creative teams, the
vast majority of whom have originated and come through the ranks of Chester Gang Show. The atmosphere in the main arena and on stage each night was truly
electric and what a fantastic “Festival” experience for everyone. My thanks to each and every one of you whether on stage or supporting, you did an amazing job
and should be very proud.

Following our show last year we were approached by the creative director of AmaSing, a local charity to go and be a part of their week-long series of shows at the
Storyhouse theatre in Chester at the end of June along with 500 primary school children and some other invited guest performers. Another great opportunity to
showcase Gang Show on the professional stage with our young people giving some other performers a run for their money! AmaSing also asked us to perform as
part of the Chester Zoo Festival in September, another great experience even if the weather was a wash out!

Having started our process as normal this year we were able to plan and organise our much loved Gang Show Camp for the senior Gang and this year listening to
feedback, we invited our Junior Gang along for an activity day so they got to experience some of the fun and activities. The Junior Gang have also had their own
sleepover with Gang Show themed activities. My sincere thanks to everyone who helped organise and deliver these two events which proved very popular as
always.

It is with great sadness that | have to report that Peter Slater one of our long standing helpers and supporters on our front of house team and a much loved District
Scouter sadly passed away at the New Year after a long illness, he will be missed and remembered by many of us.

We have said “farewell” to a number of key members of the Gang again this year as they move onto University and start their careers, but equally we have wel-
comed many new faces from all sections, which is encouraging for the future, and they have all excelled and shown that this part of their Scouting means a great
deal to them. As you watch all our young people perform on stage I'm sure you will agree that they have embraced with enthusiasm and resilience everything that
they have been asked to do and have more than maintained the standards we try so hard to meet and improve year on year. We are proud of each and every one
of them. Well done!

Of course none of this is possible without the help and encouragement of our brilliant Production Team who are tireless in their commitment and enthusiasm
producing high quality specially written and choreographed items, whilst also updating some “old favourites”, which is rubbing off on newer youth members of the
team, and those who want to join the team. Without this level of help and dedication, Chester Gang Show would not be what it is today! Check out the QR tile
with the acknowledgements for more details. | would therefore like to express my sincere thanks to the whole team supporting Gang Show 2023 and to the many
other people, both within & outside Scouting, for their support and loyalty, and for giving the opportunity to the Gang to continue this annual Scouting activity.

I would also like to thank John Lambert our Assistant Producer for his unquestionable support and dedication in helping me maintain our standards and improve
with each new show. Big thanks also to Alex Morris-Coker our Youth Producer for his support and as a much valued member of the Production Team, and to
Cameron Morrison our Assistant Youth Producer, who recorded the pre-show announcements, and whose primary role is to liaise with the younger Gang and Pro-
duction Team, but who has also co-directed an item this year. | must also thank my wife Rachel and daughter Ellie for their constant support and encouragement,
as always | could not do it without you.

Finally, I must thank you, our audience, for your continued support. Without you we simply would not
be able to do it, and so give young people the opportunity and experience they may otherwise never T

get. So, sit back and let the members of Chester and District Scout Gang Show brighten your day with

singing, dancing and laughter. So now forget the “Energy Crisis”, “Have a nice day (Oh!)” and let our “Sky k
full of stars” “Just Sing” our “Gang Show Songs” so that you have a fun filled Gang Show experience, |

know that we have another fantastic show for you this year. CH ESTER
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