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Performances at 7.15pm plus a matinee at 2.15pm on Saturday

67th Production




Chester Scout Shop

Lowest prices in Chester
For all your Scouting needs

We are run by volunteers for
volunteers so come to us for
e Uniforms for children and adults
e Official Badges
e Scout brand clothing
e Trophies Awards and Certificates
e Gifts and Novelties
e Scout Publications

As Scouts, we believe in preparing
young people with skills for life. We
bring communities together and
contribute to society. Above all, we
aim to build better futures

We aim to offer Skills for Life to as
many young people as we can. We
welcome all young people who
would like to join us.

We also welcome adult volunteers
to help deliver Scouting.

To find out more

Email
enquiries@chesterscouts.org.uk
Or visit our website
www.chesterscouts.org.uk

#GOODFORYOU
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Store

Official
Stockist

Find us at
58 Weston Grove Upton CH2 1QJ

Thursday 7:00 -8:30pm
(Except school holidays)

Contact us
01244 398635
Shop@chesterscouts.org.uk
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The City of Chester
Charter Trustees

Thank you for the invitation to the 67th Gang Show. Yet again you have pulled off an incredible feat,
demonstrating the best of teamwork, 78 young performers working together with at least 70 adult
volunteers. An amazing Gang.

My thanks also go out to all the leaders in Scouting for the work they do daily supporting our young
people to be the best they can be.

Councillor Sheila Little,
Lord Mayor of Chester.

Samantha Dixon MP for Chester

“l am pleased to extend my wholehearted support to the 67th Chester Gang Show, presented by the
brilliant Chester and District Scouts.

The arts play a crucial role in fostering creativity and imagination in children and young people, and
events like these contribute significantly to our community’s cultural richness.

I would like to thank everyone involved in putting on such a fantastic show and for the efforts
in continuing to provide a platform for young talents to shine and express themselves through
performing arts.

Wishing you all a successful and memorable Chester Gang Show. Break a leg and enjoy the show!”

District Lead Volunteer

We are delighted to welcome you to Chester and District Scouts 67th Production of our Gang Show.

In 2023 we saw our first two Squirrel dreys opening in Chester offering Scouting to 4 and 5 year
olds but these are already full and we have a waiting list. Nineteen of our Explorers and Network
members enjoyed an International experience with nine youth and four adults going to a different
but memorable World Scout Jamboree in South Korea and six exploring Belguim, Germany and
the Netherlands during their Explorer Belt Expeditions. We also held a District camp for all youth
members from Squirrels to Network.

Scouting in Chester and District is gearing up for some changes to make volunteering easier and more
fun with the overall aim of ‘More young people gaining skills for life’ so if you are not currently a
volunteer maybe this is a year to have a think about it.

Again we are on an International Adventure this year with thirty six young people going to Norway
for a week of Adventure and three attending Roverway 24 also in Norway. Please support the
fundraising table in the foyer.

Our Gang have been busy rehearsing since September to bring you another fabulous show for all the
family. N\ IN
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So sit back, relax and enjoy the show.

Alan widing | Scouts

District Lead Volunteer
Chester & District Scout Council CHESTER & DISTRICT
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It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to our 67th Production of Chester Gang Show. It's so nice to see our
regulars back again and to say a great big “hello!” to everyone watching for the first time, we hope it's not your Ui B5-Chreter Soout Graup
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This year we have seen a change in our Youth Producer team and thank Alex Morris-Coker and Cameron
Morrison for their contributions to our Production process over the last few years. We welcome Grace Rob-
son-Traynor as our new Youth Producer who has embraced this role with enthusiasm and who now understands
a lot more of the processes behind the show and can enlighten our Gang members to have a more inclusive
Show, and to this end Grace has introduced the Gang Show Youth Forum with a number of successful meetings
to date. We also welcome Keira Fennell as Assistant Youth Producer for the Senior gang and Romy Bonsall-Red-
ston as Assistant Youth Producer for the Junior Gang, a new post introduced this year, both these assistant
Youth Producer roles were balloted and voted for by the Cast, we wish them all well in their new roles.

We continue to focus on maintaining the history, heritage and continuity of this great Scouting activity locally
for future generations of young people as it is so important in providing unique opportunities to develop new
skills and grow self-confidence. Many previous gang members are now following their chosen dream or career
paths thanks to their Gang Show experience. When asked “what’s Gang Show?”, it’s quite difficult to explain really. | know what it is in my head having personally been involved since
1967 as a Cub! but how do you get this truly unique opportunity across to someone new to Gang Show? | suppose the easiest way to describe this great activity is by liking it to a
variety show with singing, dancing, sketches, laughter, and sometimes tears, but it delivers so much more than just the “on-stage” experience. Gang Show is the result of many people
pulling together and putting in a tremendous amount of time and hard work. As a team event involving Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, Explorers, Network, Leaders and volunteers, Gang Show
has no equal; it brings out the best in people and encourages personal development and self-esteem in the true spirit of Scouting and what it has to offer and showcases this on
stage. It is a shining example of what we need to encourage so that Scouting in Chester and District remains vibrant for many years ahead, continuing to provide young people with
Skills for life! I can’t thank everyone enough for being a part of this amazing Chester Gang Show Team.

Following our performances last year with AmaSing, a local charity, to be a part of their week-long series of shows at the Storyhouse Theatre in Chester at the end of June along with
500 primary school children and some other invited guest performers, we were this year asked to be a part of their “Inspire” series of performances and performed at two Shows

at the William Aston Hall in Wrexham in June and then for two performances in July at the Deva Football Staduim in Chester, both with over 500 Primary school children and other
supporting acts. Another fantastic opportunity to showcase Gang Show in two unique venues with our young people giving some other performers a run for their money! Wow,
makes you feel so proud!

Our Gang Show Team were also asked to help provide the “entertainments” at Chester District Camp” at Tatton Park Scout Camp Site in early July with many of the Gang again taking
part whilst on camp performing to about 500 Campers from all sections of the District. | seem to remember the whole camp singing Happy Birthday to me for my 65th Birthday on
camp, the things you do for Scouting.

Having started our process as normal this year we were able to plan and organise our much-loved Gang Show Camp in October for the Senior Gang and again this year we invited our
Junior Gang along for an activity day, so they got to experience some of the fun and activities. The Junior Gang have also had their own sleepover with Gang Show themed activities.
My sincere thanks to everyone who helped organise and deliver these two events which proved very popular as always.

It is with great sadness that | have to report that Lil Edmunds one of our previous Wardrobe mistresses from over 50 years ago and long standing and much-loved District Scouter
sadly passed away at the end of last year at the great age of 103 years old! she will be missed and remembered by many of us. | would also like tomen on two other supporters of
Scouting and Gang Show who tragically passed away this year, Margaret Plenderleath and Jane Hickson and who's families have our thoughts and prayers.

We have again said “farewell” to a number of key members of the Gang this year as they move onto university and start their careers, but equally we have welcomed many new faces
from all sections, which is encouraging for the future, and they have all excelled and shown that this part of their Scouting means a great deal to them. As you watch all our young
people perform on stage, I'm sure you will agree that they have embraced with enthusiasm and resilience everything that they have been asked to do and have more than maintained
the standards we try so hard to meet and improve year on year. We are proud of each and every one of them. Well done!

Of course, none of this is possible without the help and encouragement of our brilliant Production Team who are tireless in their commitment and enthusiasm producing high quality
specially written and choreographed items, whilst also updating some “old favourites”, which is rubbing off on newer youth members of the team, and those who want to join the
team. Without this level of help and dedication, Chester Gang Show would not be what it is today! Check out the QR tile with the acknowledgements for more details. | would
therefore like to express my sincere thanks to the whole team supporting Gang Show 2024 and to the many other people, both within & outside Scouting, for their support and
loyalty, and for giving the opportunity to the Gang to continue this annual Scouting activity.

I would also like to thank John Lambert our Assistant Producer for his unquestionable support and dedication in helping me maintain our standards and improve with each new show.
Big thanks also to Grace Robson-Traynor our Youth Producer for her support and as a much-valued member of the Production Team, and to Keira Fennell and Romy Bonsall-Redston

our Assistant Youth Producers, who recorded the pre-show announcements, and whose primary roles are to liaise with the younger Gang and Production Team. | must also thank my
wife Rachel and daughter Ellie for their constant support and encouragement, as always, | could not do it without you.

Finally, | must thank you, our audience, for your continued support. Without you we simply would not be able to
doiit, and so give young people the opportunity and experience they may otherwise never get. So, sit back and let
the members of Chester and District Scout Gang Show brighten your day with singing, dancing and laughter. So if

you've got that “Gang Show Magic Feeling” we ask are there any “First Timers” “Who wants to be a Scout Leader?”,
then “Breakout” have a “Breather”, it's “Time for a hero” and a fun filled Gang Show experience, | know that we
have another fantastic show for you this year. Enjoy! S
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