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At T he ‘Vanbrugh Theatre, ul he King’ Ss School 

Tuesday 18th to Saturday 22nd February 2025 , 

. Performances: 

Tuesday. Friday @ 7.15pm | Saturday @ 1.15pm & 6.15pm 

| 68th Production 

|



Scouting offers fun, challenge and A 

everyday adventure to more than o 

500,000 young people across the UK. Scouts 
CHESTER & DISTRICT 

Offering over 200 different activities, 
Scouting helps 4 — 25-year-olds grow in 

confidence, achieve their full potential 

and become active members of their 

communities. 

Our aim in Chester and District is to 
offer every day adventure to as many 
young people as we can. We welcome 
all 4 — 25-year-olds who would like to 

join us as well as those over 18 who 

whish to volunteer to help being the 
adventure of Scouting to more young 
people. 

To find out more 

Email: enquiries@chesterscouts.org.uk 

Or visit our website 

Ches ter www.chesterscouts.org.uk 

Pi Lo #GOODFORYOU 
Scout Shop 
Lowest prices in % Oe 

Chester For all : Scout 
your Scouting needs Gan . 

‘Officia 
We are run by volunteers for Stockist 

volunteers so come to us for ' 
Find us at 

e Uniforms for children and adults 58 Weston Grove Upton CH2 10) 

e Official Badges Thursday 7:00pm - 8:00pm 
. (Except school holidays) 

¢ Scout brand clothing 
Contact us 

e Books and resources Shop@chesterscouts.org.uk 



The City of Chester 

Charter Trustees 

| am delighted to offer my best wishes to everyone involved in this year’s Chester Gang Show. The 
dedication, talent and enthusiasm of the young people taking part are truly inspiring, and | have no 
doubt that their hard work will result in a fantastic performance. 

The Gang Show is a wonderful celebration of creativity, teamwork and community spirit, and it is 

always a joy to see the energy and passion that goes into every production. | hope the cast, crew and 

everyone behind the scenes take pride in what they have achieved. 

While the performers take centre stage, this show if also a testament to the commitment of the 
dedicated volunteers — adult leaders, parents and supporters who work tirelessly behind the scenes 
to make it all happen. From writing and choreographing to building sets and making costumes, 
countless hours of effort go into every aspect of the production. 

To all performers — enjoy every moment on stage, and | know that your efforts will bring joy to so 
many. | am very much looking forward to the show! 

The Right Worshipful The Lord Mayor of Chester, 
Councillor Razia Daniels. 

District Lead Volunteers 

We are delighted to welcome you to Chester and District Scout's, 68th Gang Show! 

Our amazing youth members are sure to dazzle and amaze you with their performances 
this year, all of which could not have happened without the large, supportive team of adult 
volunteers behind them every step of the way. 

In 2024, 36 Explorer Scouts embarked on an unforgettable adventure in Norway. Thank you to 
everyone who supported our fundraising journey! One of the next large internationals will be 
Gdajisk in 2027 for the World Scout Jamboree, details for this adventure will be available later 
this year. 

2025 is in full swing as we embrace our new ways of volunteering with a team-based approach. 
This new approach has made us more accessible, flexible, and even more inclusive - if you are 
looking to volunteer this year please do get in touch. 

Later this year, we will have our District Camp at Tatton Park. Members from Chester And 
District Scouts will come together for a weekend of fun adventure! We hope to see our Gang 
Show perform some of their favourite pieces from this year’s show again in July! 

Our wonderful Gang have been busy rehearsing, building and preparing another fabulous show for all the family so please, sit back, 
relax and enjoy the show. 

Thank you 

Megan Porter & George Birch 
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PRODUCER LETTERS 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to our 68th Production of Chester Gang Show. It’s so nice to see our 
regulars back again and to say a great big “hello!” to everyone watching for the first time, we hope it’s not your 

last. 

This year has been a difficult one for everyone involved with Chester Gang Show. In November one of our 
Senior Gang members, Evan Rothwell (11), was involved in a fatal road traffic accident on his way home from 
school, indeed this very school, King’s School Chester having only started in September. This was such a 
devastating loss to us all but resulted in much courage and friendship and togetherness as a Gang to overcome 
this tragedy and carry on with the show, although we had to quickly alter some content as a mark of respect, 
Evan would have wanted this. Evan started in Chester Gang Show in 2020 as a Beaver and then like us all due to 
Covid lockdown was part of our “Virtual” Show and activities in 2021 before we started back again in 2022 with 
Evan as a very enthusiastic Cub in “The Saga of the Norselands” as a Viking warrior, one of his defining roles! 
2023 saw Evan return as a Cub and then as a Scout in the Senior Gang in 2024 where he had much fun taking 
money off our MD Colin Parfitt (If you saw it you'll know!). Evan had such an infectious personality and constant 
smile and lit up any space he was in always wanting to give his best and make people laugh and smile with his 
tricks and cheese jokes! Nobody could “dis-a-brie” with that (sorry, that’s one for you Evan). Evan was also one of our Scouts at my Group, Cestrian, where | am GLV, so 
a double blow for me and the Group. After a period of reflection at both Group and Gang Show, the resolve was to carry on and everyone to be “a little more Evan’ | 
think the Gang have stepped up and become “a little more Evan” and I’m so pleased that his sister Juliet has found the courage and stayed with us in the Junior Gang. 
| must pay tribute to Evan’s parents who have shown incredible strength and resolve throughout, and our thoughts and prayers will remain with you and your family. 
The Gang were honoured to be asked to be a part of Evan’s memorial service and perform our signature Finale songs, Great, Great, Game and Crest of a Wave to the 
congregation. This was an extremely moving moment, one the Gang coped admirably with, I'm sure | heard Evan sing 2,3,4 with a big smile on his face! Thank you, Evan 
for being such an inspiration to us all with your enthusiasm and dedication, | would gladly of passed the baton of Producer on to you one day, a role that | know you 

talked about. 

It is also with great sadness that | have to report that Eric Plenderleath, a long time member of Chester Gang show, previous Producer, District Commissioner, Lord Mayor 
of Chester amongst others and latterly as our Treasurer until three years ago, sadly passed away in December virtually 12 months after his wife Margaret. He will be 

missed and remembered by many of us and our thoughts and prayers are with his family and friends. 

We continue to focus on maintaining the history, heritage and continuity of this great Scouting activity locally for future generations of young people as it is so 
important in providing unique opportunities to develop new skills and grow self-confidence. Many previous Gang members are now following their chosen dream or 
career paths thanks to their Gang Show experience. When asked “what’s Gang Show?’ it’s quite difficult to explain really. | know what it is in my head having personally 
been involved since 1967 as a Cub! But how do you get this truly unique opportunity across to someone new to Gang Show? | suppose the easiest way to describe 
this great activity is by liking it to a variety show with singing, dancing, sketches, laughter, and sometimes tears, but it delivers so much more than just the “on-stage” 
experience. Gang Show is the result of many people pulling together and putting in a tremendous amount of time and hard work. As a team event involving Beavers, 
Cubs, Scouts, Explorers, Network, Leaders and volunteers, Gang Show has no equal; it brings out the best in people and encourages personal development and self- 
esteem in the true spirit of Scouting and what it has to offer and showcases this on stage. It is a shining example of what we need to encourage so that Scouting in 
Chester and District remains vibrant for many years ahead, continuing to provide young people with Skills for life! | can’t thank everyone enough for being a part of this 

amazing Chester Gang Show Team. 

Following our previous performances at the Storyhouse Theatre in Chester, the William Aston Hall in Wrexham and the Deva Football Staduim in Chester with AmaSing, 
a local charity, we did not get chance this year to join them as they secured a surprise audition for “Britain's Got Talent” and got through to the Semi-finals! A fantastic 
achievement, I'm sure you probably watched it. Evan was also a part of that experience! The Senior Gang were asked to perform by the District to open the District 

AGM in May , another opportunity to come together and perform. 

Having started our process as normal this year we were able to plan and organise our much-loved Gang Show Camp in October for the Senior Gang and again this year 
we invited our Junior Gang along for an activity day, so they got to experience some of the fun and activities. The Junior Gang have also had their own sleepover with 
Gang Show themed activities. My sincere thanks to everyone who helped organise and deliver these two events which proved very popular as always. 

We have again said “farewell” to a number of key members of the Gang this year as they move onto university and start their careers, but equally we have welcomed 
many new faces from all sections, which is encouraging for the future, and they have all excelled and shown that this part of their Scouting means a great deal to them. 
As you watch all our young people perform on stage, I’m sure you will agree that they have embraced with enthusiasm and resilience everything that they have been 
asked to do and have more than maintained the standards we try so hard to meet and improve year on year. We are proud of each and every one of them. Well done! 

Of course, none of this is possible without the help and encouragement of our brilliant Production Team who are tireless in their commitment and enthusiasm 
producing high quality specially written and choreographed items, whilst also updating some “old favourites’, which is rubbing off on newer youth members of the team, 
and those who want to join the team. Without this level of help and dedication, Chester Gang Show would not be what it is today! Check out the QR tile with the 
acknowledgements for more details. | would therefore like to express my sincere thanks to the whole team supporting Gang Show 2025 and to the many other people, 
both within & outside Scouting, for their support and loyalty, and for giving the opportunity to the Gang to continue this annual Scouting activity. 

| would also like to thank John Lambert our Assistant Producer for his unquestionable support and dedication in helping me maintain our standards and improve with 
each new show. Big thanks also to Grace Robson-Traynor our Youth Producer who has embraced this role with enthusiasm and who now understands a lot more of the 
processes behind the show and can enlighten our Gang members to have a more inclusive Show, and to this end Grace has introduced the Gang Show Youth Forum with 
a number of successful meetings to date. Grace is also a much-valued member of the Production Team. Thanks also to Keira Fennell as Assistant Youth Producer for the 
Senior Gang and Romy Bonsall-Redston as Assistant Youth Producer for the Junior Gang and whose primary roles are to liaise with the younger Gang and Production 
Team, and both have stepped up to help direct this year. | must also thank my wife Rachel and daughter Ellie for their constant support and encouragement, as always, | 

could not do it without you. 

Finally, | must thank you, our audience, for your continued support. Without you we simply would not be able to do it and so give young people the opportunity and 
experience they may otherwise never get. So, sit back and let the members of Chester and District Scout Gang Show brighten 
your day with singing, dancing and laughter. So sit back and have a fun filled Gang Show experience as ”We're Having A Party” 
"Where The River Meets The Sea” and who knows what “Ripples” may occur, but ‘Jumpin’ Jack’, there might be “A Fight For The 
Crown” as long as they don’t get “Court In The Act”, and “Lest We Forget”, “Scouts Welcome Adventure”! II know that we have 

another fantastic show for you this year. Enjoy! 

Producer 



Grace Robsm-Tranor 
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Welcome to Chester Gang Show 2025! 

What another incredible show we have for you, in 

this our 68th year of Chester Gang Show! I have 

loved every moment of being Youth Producer 

again this year. This Gang is dedicated; talented 

and unstoppable. They have pulled together 

during the toughest of times and we have lifted 

each other up when we thought there was 

nowhere for us to go. | am sovery proud of them 

all. It is the hardest of things to say. goodbye to 

someone, especially one of our own, but.we carry 

him always in our hearts. Dearest Evan. 

This year marks my tenth year in Gang: Show andl 

in those years. It has been sheer joy for me to 

move through the ranks, from Scout, to Explorer, 

Network to Leader and Youth Producer. Gang 

Show has helped shape me. Being part of our 

amazing Production Team and helping direct and 

choreograph items has been areal highlight for 

me. 

There are so many people in our Gang, not just 

those on stage, but the army you don’t see behind 

the scenes, and I want to.thank them all for 

helping us make the show we present to you today. 

: !hope you enjoy the show, and remember, 
| wholeheartedly believe that Chester Gang Show 

is one of the best experiences you can have in 

Scouting because it is so much more than singing 

and dancing and acting. It gives you a chance 

to shine in your own right, to have a laugh with 

friends you might never have met - and who 

will stay with you throughout your life. We see 

our Gang Show family grow every year and | am 

privileged to be a part of it. 

We have packed a lot into this show and | thank 

you all for coming to see it! I hope you enjoy this 

performance and look forward to seeing you again 

next year! 

Youth Producer 

: Hi everyone, and welcome to Chester Gang Show 
: 2025! 

: This is my second year as the Assistant Youth 

: Producer for the Senior Gang. It’s been an 
s incredible two years in this position, and | couldn’t 

: be prouder to represent the Gang. | have watched 
; this show grow right from our first rehearsal to the 

: Moment we hit the stage. We have had so many 
; new faces added to the Gang this year making it 

: the biggest group of young people I've worked 

with. My confidence'has grown tremendously 

»over the 8 Gang Shows I've been/a part of, but 

;. especially this year as I’m one of the oldest Gang 

am bursting with pride at all we have accomplished : preggers a4 AS ieee ee a 
; younger participants the same way | was all those 

»year's.ago. 

; This year’s show is truly amazing and I'd like'to 

: thank everyone in the cast, and everyone behind 

“the'scenes who has helped to create sucha 
: wonderful performance. 

:Td also like to thank our Youth Producer, Grace, for 

: guiding meso much this year. | can only hope to 

: follow in her footsteps one day, 

And of course, I'd like to thank all of you for 
coming to support us! 

: It’s a Great, Great, Game! 

Assistant Youth Producer (Senior Gang) 

, ‘Kou 
: Assista 

: Hello, welcome to Chester Gang Show 2025! 

!am Romy this is my second year being the 

: Assistant Youth Producer (Junior Gang). | have 

had a lot of fun getting to know the Junior Gang 

and they have all worked really hard to put on 

: ah amazing performance. | would like to thank 

everyone who has helped me along my Gang Show 

: and scouting journey: Gang Show will forever bea 

{ypartof “WHAT LAM’. 

Hope.you have a good time-and enjoy the show! 

BonsallRedston 
Youth*Producer.(Junior Gang) 
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