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Scouts 
Chester and District 

Scouting offers fun, challenge and every day adventure 

to more than 500,000 young people across the UK. 

Our aim in Chester is to offer every day adventure to as 

many young people as we can. 

We welcome all 4-25-year-olds who would like to join us 

as well as those over 18 who wish to volunteer to help 

bring the adventure of Scouting to more young people. 

6) chesterscouts 

enquiries@chesterscouts.org.uk 

www .chesterscouts.org.uk 

if Chester and District Scout Shop 
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Visit our Scout Shop online or in person for all 

your scouting needs. 

100% of profits put back into Scouting in 

Chester. 

Order online for up to date stock and prices. 

Click and collect on a Thursday during term 

times and some Saturdays. 

Find us at: 

www .chesterscoutsshop.co.uk 

58 Weston Grove, Upton, CH2 1Q) 

Welcome: tox. 

Chester and 

District -Scouts 



The City of Chester 

Charter Trustees 

As Lord Mayor, my theme this year is Pride in Place — and the Chester Gang Show is a perfect 

example of what that truly means. For more than seventy years, this show has been part of Chester's 
cultural heritage, rooted in a Scouting tradition that began in 1953 and has grown through generations. 
It stands today not only as a performance, but as a cherished thread in the fabric of our city’s history. 

Each of you taking part continues that proud tradition. Your enthusiasm, talent and hard work bring 
new life to a show that has delighted our community for decades. Whether you are performing on 
stage or supporting behind the scenes, you are helping to keep this remarkable legacy alive. 

Be proud of what you’ve achieved. Enjoy every moment, support one another, and know that your 

dedication — your voices, your energy, your spirit — embodies everything that makes Chester such a 
special place. 

| wish you all a fantastic performance and a show filled with laughter, friendship, and unforgettable 

memories. 

Keep shining, keep believing in yourselves, and keep making Chester proud. Well done everyone - 

and shine brightly 

The Lord Mayor of Chester, Councillor Sherin Akhtar. 

LETTER FROM 

District Lead Volunteers 

Welcome to the Chester and District Scouts’ 69th Gang Show! 

We are delighted to welcome you to this year’s performance. Our amazing youth members are 
sure to dazzle and amaze you with their talent, energy, and enthusiasm. None of this would be 
possible without the large, dedicated team of adult volunteers who support them every step 
of the way. 

We come together once again to celebrate everything that makes Scouting so special— 
teamwork, creativity, and a spirit of adventure. This year marks a special milestone for three 
of our sections: Squirrels turn 5, Beavers turn 40, and Cubs turn 110 in 2026. Throughout the 
year, youth members and volunteers will have many opportunities to celebrate these incredible 
achievements. 

As a District, we are committed to ensuring a sustainable and exciting future for Scouting in 
our area. Behind the scenes, we are developing a new strategy and strengthening our presence 
in Chester to ensure we are here for many years to come. 

We would also like to take a moment to congratulate five exceptional young people from our District who have been selected to join 
the Cheshire Unit at the World Scout Jamboree in Gdajisk in 2027. This is a truly once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for them to represent 
our District on a global stage. They will be undertaking a variety of fundraising activities over the coming months, so please support 
their efforts if you can. 

Our wonderful Gang have been busy rehearsing, building, and preparing another fabulous show for the whole family. So please, sit 
back, relax, and enjoy the performance. 

Thank you 

Megan Porter & George Bircly AQK 

© 

Scouts 
CHESTER & DISTRICT 



PRODUCER LETTERS 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to our 69th Production of Chester Gang Show. It’s so nice to see our 

regulars back again and to say a great big “hello!” to everyone watching for the first time, we hope it’s not your 

last. 

Yes, we are only one away from our 70th Platinum Jubilee show in 2027 with some plans already in place. This 

will be a special and memorable show as | will be then stepping down as Producer as will John Lambert our 
Assistant Producer and Colin Parfitt our Musical Director as we feel the time will be right to pass the baton on 

to the next generation with our succession planning so that we continue to focus on maintaining the history, 

heritage and continuity of this great Scouting activity locally for future generations of young people as it is so 

important in providing unique opportunities to develop new skills and grow self-confidence. Many previous 

Gang members are now following their chosen dream or career paths thanks to their Gang Show experience. 

When asked “what's Gang Show?’ it’s quite difficult to explain really. | know what it is in my head having 

personally been involved since 1967 as a Cub! but how do you get this truly unique opportunity across to 

someone new to Gang Show? | suppose the easiest way to describe this great activity is by liking it to a variety 

show with singing, dancing, sketches, laughter, and sometimes tears, but it delivers so much more than just the 

“on-stage” experience. Gang Show is the result of many people pulling together and putting in a tremendous 

amount of time and hard work. As a team event involving Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, Explorers, Network, Leaders 

and volunteers, Gang Show has no equal; it brings out the best in people and encourages personal development 

and self-esteem in the true spirit of Scouting and what it has to offer and showcases this on stage. It is a shining 

example of what we need to encourage so that Scouting in Chester and District remains vibrant for many years ahead, continuing to provide young people with Skills 

for life! | can’t thank everyone enough for being a part of this amazing Chester Gang Show Team. 

Last year we welcomed to our Saturday evening performance, two National Gang Show assessors as we are required to have a formal assessment every six years to 
maintain our “Red Necker Standard”. | am pleased to say that they were blown away and we received an “outstanding” assessment with special recognition for the full 

Gang dance item “Jumpin Jack - which would not of looked out of place on a professional dance show” and our finale first half item “Lest We Forget - which was a 

very moving piece of theatre and would not of been out of place at the Royal Albert Hall as part of the National Remembrance Day Service’. We are very proud of this 

assessment and of the Gang and Team who helped achieve this, Well Done everyone. 

The Senior Gang were asked again this year to perform to open the District AGM in May, another opportunity to come together and perform and showcase our young 

people. 

Having started our process as normal this year we were able to plan and organise our much-loved Gang Show Camp in October for the Senior Gang and again this year 

we invited our Junior Gang along for an activity day, so they got to experience some of the fun and activities. The Junior Gang have also had their own sleepover with 

Gang Show themed activities. My sincere thanks to everyone who helped organise and deliver these two events which proved very popular as always. 

We have again said “farewell” to a number of key members of the Gang this year as they move onto university and start their careers, but equally we have welcomed 

many new faces from all sections, which is encouraging for the future, and they have all excelled and shown that this part of their Scouting means a great deal to them. 

As you watch all our young people perform on stage, I’m sure you will agree that they have embraced with enthusiasm and resilience everything that they have been 

asked to do and have more than maintained the standards we try so hard to meet and improve year on year. We are proud of each and every one of them. Well done! 

Of course, none of this is possible without the help and encouragement of our brilliant Production Team who are tireless in their commitment and enthusiasm 

producing high quality specially written and choreographed items, whilst also updating some “old favourites’, which is rubbing off on newer youth members of the 

team, and those who want to join the team. Without this level of help and dedication, Chester Gang Show would not be what it is today! Check out the QR tile with 

the acknowledgements for more details. | would therefore like to express my sincere thanks to the whole team supporting Gang Show 2026 and to the many other 

people, both within & outside Scouting, for their sponsorship, support and loyalty, and for giving the opportunity to the Gang to continue this annual Scouting activity. 

| would also like to thank John Lambert our Assistant Producer for his unquestionable support and dedication in helping me maintain our standards and improve with 

each new show. Big thanks also to Grace Robson-Traynor our Youth Producer who continues to embraced this role with enthusiasm and who now understands a lot 

more of the processes behind the show and can enlighten our Gang members to have a more inclusive Show, and to this end Grace has introduced the Gang Show 

Youth Forum with a number of successful meetings to date. Grace is also a much-valued member of the Production Team who has stepped up this year to direct 

the show finale with the help of other team member mentors, well done Grace. Thanks also to George Benson as Assistant Youth Producer for the Senior Gang and 

Isla Dean as Assistant Youth Producer for the Junior Gang who are both new to the team this year and whose primary roles are to liaise with the younger Gang and 

Production Team, and both have stepped up to help direct this year. | would also like to thank Kiera and Romy our two previous assistant youth producers for all that 

they did whilst in post to help support and move the show forward. | must also thank my wife Rachel and daughter Ellie for their constant support and encouragement, 

as always, | could not do it without you. 

Finally, | must thank you, our audience, for your continued support. Without you we simply would not be able to do it and so 

give young people the opportunity and experience they may otherwise never get. So, sit back and let the members of Chester 

and District Scout Gang Show brighten your day with singing, dancing and laughter “Take A Seat” and have a fun filled Gang 

Show experience, "Let Us Entertain You” on an ’Adventure on Miraculum’, and while “It Doesn’t Quite Add Up” | hope “The 

Jigsaw” will take you to your “Happy Place’, you really do have the “Best Seats In The House” | know that we have another 

fantastic show for you this year. Enjoy! 

Producer 
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Welcome to Chester Gang Show 2026! 

Another great year! Another great Show! | amvery what'the Gang has in store this year. Everybody on 
pleased and privileged to have the opportunity 

this year to Direct the Finale. It has been a great 

experience working closely with a few’of the 

: Hello everybody! I’m very excited for you all to see : This year | have been given the amazing 

: Stage and behind the scenes have been working 
: hard to bring\you an amazing show. From hilarigus 

;, parodies, wonderful dances and an onslaught of 

Directors, and the Gang. | hope to continue this for puns, the show\has something for everyone. 
future shows. Every year we encourage, our Gang tox; 
reach new heights and every year they exceed our 

expectations, this year is no different. 1.am very 

proud of each and every one of them. 

| would like to thank our previous Assistant Youth 

Producers Keira and Romy, they did a great job; 

and | wish them all the best as they continue their 

scouting experience inside and outside the Gang. 

| would also, like to introduce to you our new 

Assistant Youth Producer — George Benson; and 

our new Assistant Junior Gang Youth Producer — 

Isla - Su Dean, who have been working immensely 

hard this year. 

I'd also like to thank all of our Production Team, .: 
and all of our Volunteers without whom this show: 

Gecage Bousen 
Assistant Youth Producer (Senior Gang) 

wouldn’t be possible: You help give these young 

people the best experience Gang Show’can offer 

them, and your effort never goes unnoticed — so 

Thank you all! 

And thank you our audience for your continued 

support! We hope you enjoy the show as much as 

we enjoy being part of it! 

Grice ee Mag 
Youth Producer 

: the Gang andiit is my first year as Assistant Youth 

; producer Senior Gang), This means! havelbeen 

: given'the opportunity to help direct a few items. 

Directing has allowed me to see the making of 
»theishow through a new lens and has helped me 

; develop new skills, I've been able to watch how an 
{item comes together from the other side: 

‘Finally, 'would like to thank my fellow Gang 

opportunity to be the Assistant Youth Producer 

: for thefunior Gang, and I’m so grateful. The Junior 

/Gangare such hard-workers, they have taken their. 

: roles on with such confidence and enthusiasm. 

: Joining,Gang Show in 2023 was one of the best 

This year is aspecial one for meas it my 5th year in decisions have ever made and has helped me 
: becomeywho Jam today. | am so proud of the Gang 

: and lknow/you will all be-too. | hope'you all enjoy 

: the’show! 

Isl Dean 
Assistant.youth Producer,(junior Gang) 

: members for making this year’s show as enjoyable : 

; as all the previous years. From day one youthave 

‘ all plit tremendous effort into the show and | 

‘look forward to working you with all for the 70th 

é production next year. 


